Mayor White Announces 
Operating Plan for Air Quality Control
The Mayor recently announced a multi-pronged operating plan for improving the air quality in Houston.  Blueprint Houston interviewed Elena Marks, Director of Health Policy, about the plan on December 5, 2005.    Ms. Marks expects that significant progress on the plan will be accomplished by the end of 2006.  She is convening monthly meetings of the environmental officers from all city departments to implement the plan’s objectives. Transportation issues, such as use of public transportation and flex-time, are being addressed by the Office of Mobility.

Why is the Mayor putting forth this plan?

The Mayor has been concerned about air quality in Houston for a long time.  He intends to do what he can, as Mayor, to address the problems of ozone and toxins in the air.  (While the state and federal government have the authority to regulate pollutants, the Mayor can lead by example and use his bully pulpit to bring about change.)  This plan concentrates on what can be done now with the authority of city government.
What is the Plan?

The plan is composed of 7 goals and 33 objectives to improve air quality.

· Goal #1:  Reduce emissions in city operations including the operations of city contractors and development of an Urban Heat Island Plan

· Goal #2:  Support research by the Mayor’s Task Force on Health Effects of Air Pollutants and TCEQ

· Goal #3:  Enhance the ambient air monitoring network

· Goal #4: Enforce existing air quality regulations through all available means

· Goal #5: Advocate for more effective air quality regulations regarding ozone and air toxins plans

· Goal #6: Reduce emissions of oznone precursors, particulate matter and air toxics

· Goal #7: Enhance community assistance programs

What has been done to date?

The Mayor expects progress in 2006 on almost every objective in his plan. Action to date includes:
· Hiring two lawyers in the Legal Department to review applications for state and federal water and air quality permits that would affect Houston and intervene when public health would be adversely affected by the granting of the permit.

· Acquiring 2 more air quality monitors with a 3rd monitor in the process of being installed.  The city has also submitted a grant for a mobile monitoring unit.

· Receiving a grant from the Hosuton Endowment to fund a team of scientists to identify standards for toxic air pollutants that are appropriate for Houston.  The city will advocate for TCEQ adopt these standards.

· Purchasing an additional 82 hybrid and other low emission vehicles for the city flee, with the goal of converting 50% of the fleet by 2010 to hybrid.

· Adding a provision in city contracts that provides incentives for city contractors to use clean construction equipment.
· Establishing monthly meetings of environmental officers from all city departments.

· Identifying and removing barriers in the building code that discourage construction of energy efficient/green buildings.
· Monitoring and participating in the 8 hour State Implementation Plan development process to ensure timely development and implementation.
