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The Urban Land Institute (ULI), an organization of developers, in cooperation with the American Institute of Architects and others, has produced a pair of power point presentations, and a publication, Higher Density Development:  Myth and Fact,  illustrating the advantages of increased density for both urban and suburban areas.  As the Houston Planning Commission and its six committees examine the effectiveness of the planning process in Houston and the influence of Houston’s development code (Chapter 42) on patterns of growth, an examination of these benefits could be instructive.

Common advantages cited include both life style and financial benefits:

· Strengthens economy by offering enough housing for the workers businesses need

· Reduces cost of providing public services

· Reduces commuter time and traffic

· Helps preserve space for parks and outdoor recreation

· Creates more homes within reach of municipal employees

· Transforms declining neighborhoods into lively, attractive ones.:

