Blueprint Houston

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Blueprint Houston?

A non-profit that serves as a resource and catalyst for better long term planning for Houston’s future growth and development:
· 501 (c) (3) organization
· Building support for a comprehensive planning process to implement a

                  vision of future growth that reflects the citizens’ values and goals
· Serving as a non-partisan facilitator of public dialogue about planning issues.

What Is Blueprint Houston’s Mission?

Build community support for a long term planning process that makes improvements to Houston’s quality of life and place

Who are We?

A city wide organization, committed to principles of inclusiveness and informed citizen participation in the planning process on a timely basis

· Open to all Houstonians who care about making their city a better place to live
· Contact base of 3,000

Who Funds Us?

Blueprint Houston has been generously funded by the Houston Endowment for three years.  The organization has been able to diversify its funding base as its reputation has increased as an independent facilitator of public dialogue about long term planning issues.    In 2005 funders included:

· ULI

· AIA

· Wells Fargo

· Centerpoint Energy

· Palmetto Partners

· Hershey Foundation
What do we do?

Blueprint Houston works with citizens and policy makers to increase understanding of and support for comprehensive planning.
· Increase civic awareness and engagement

· Conduct research

· Organize opportunities for citizens to make their voice heard in the planning process.

What have we done?

· Citizens Congress  (2003)

A public forum of 1,000 plus community leaders to prioritize the citizens values and goals for creation of a vision for long term planning purposes

· Compendium of Plans (2003)

A review and analysis of 35 plans addressing the urban conditions and growth of the City of Houston

· Leaders Conference : What’s the best approach to planning? (2004) 
A conference of  two hundred and fifty leaders to review Bluerpint Houston studies of the current planning process in Houston for the top ten goals approved at the Citizens Congress and best planning practices in other cities.

· Envision Houston Region with H-GAC (2005)

A regional initiative co-sponsored with H-GAC to engage the public in examining alternative scenarios of how Houston could grow for the purpose of creating a vision for the next Regional Transportation Plan.

What do we want to accomplish? 

Blueprint Houston believes improvements to the Houston planning process are essential if Houston is to secure a future as a healthy and prosperous city in the 21st century. Blueprint Houston would like to support efforts to see: 
· In 2006, the city initiate development of a growth strategy based on citizens’ values and goals 

· In 2007, the city adopt a vision of future growth and development and a long term comprehensive planning process

· In 2008, the city use the planning process to guide development of the next Capital Improvements Plan (CIP)

Why is Blueprint Houston needed?

There is no other organization in Houston that seeks to improve the planning process as a means to sustaining Houston as a desirable place to live and work over the long term.
