Houston Parks Board Adopts 
Effective Planning Tool
The City of Houston has a Parks Master Plan, adopted in 2001.  The Houston Parks Board has developed a new tool for setting priorities.  Blueprint Houston interviewed Roksan Okan-Vick, the Executive Director of the Houston Parks Board, on November 28, 2005.
The Houston Parks Board is a private, nonprofit organization committed to expanding, enhancing and protecting Houston’s park system through acquisitions and capital improvements.  The Parks Board was recently in the news with a potential acquisition that could be a significant addition to the City’s park system.  The offer also tested a new rapid assessment tool developed by the Parks Board with The Conservation Fund which forges partnerships to conserve America’s legacy of land and water resources.  This tool builds on the Parks Master Plan developed in 2001 and takes it to a finer degree of analysis.
The goals of rapid assessment are:

· Identify the most suitable locations within the City of Houston for

· New parks

· Linear parks, mostly along creeks and bayous

· Expansion of existing parks

· Evaluate and prioritize parkland opportunities that have already been identified

· Evaluate acquisition requests made by others to the Houston Parks Board

· Identify other new park acquisition opportunities.

With input from a Stakeholder Advisory Committee, the Fund performed analysis using a geographic information system that graphically represents suitable location for potential parkland acquisitions.  Based on the “suitability analysis,” the rapid assessment includes a ranking system and supporting information for over 840 square miles of land area, allowing the Parks Board to both identify new opportunities and evaluate requests from Houston citizens.  (From the Rapid Assessment report, page 2)
The first request to meet the suitability analysis is the West 11th Street Park.  Fund raising is already underway for this prime piece of property with a market value of $5.5 million.

Once a park is acquired by the Parks Board, it is turned over to the City to be maintained and managed by the Parks and Recreation Department.

The Rapid Assessment was funded by the Houston Endowment Inc.

