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Mission: To build community support for a planning process to 

make improvements to Houston's quality of life and place
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Message from the Chair:  
H-GAC /Blueprint Houston Collaboration
Blueprint Houston and H-GAC are sponsoring a land use transportation visioning project for the region:  Envision Houston Region 2035.  This project will give the public an unprecedented opportunity to participate in planning the region’s future infrastructure and we strongly recommend your involvement!
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Blueprint Houston’s partnership with H-GAC is our next step in building community support for a long term plan for Houston’s future, based on the citizens’ values and goals.  At the Citizens’ Congress in 2003, we facilitated a public process that prioritized the top ten goals for the city.  At the Leaders’ Conference in November 2004, we identified the need for a publicly supported land use vision that will serve to coordinate public investment strategies for achieving citywide goals for mobility, flood control, air quality and housing choices, among others.
Now H-GAC and Blueprint Houston are inviting citizens and stakeholders to map their suggestions for where an expected 3 million more people will live and work in the Houston region.   H-GAC has agreed to help fund this project as a means to involving the public in development of future Regional Transportation Plans.  Given how much the transportation network affects our daily lives and the form of the city’s future, we want to let as many people know about the opportunity as possible! 

Please save Saturday, June 18th for this engaging and informative workshop.  (Details provided below.)  We want your voice to be heard!  

I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, June 18th!

Bob Eury, Chair

Get Involved

Envision Houston Region 2035

With three million more people
· Blueprint Houston –H-GAC Public Workshop

· Saturday, June 18th from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm

· George R Brown Convention Center, Room 306

· RSVP to hsweetnam@blueprinthouston.org
Mobility, air quality, flood control and healthy neighborhoods are a challenge.  Today’s planning decisions make a difference.  Public officials want your guidance. How can we best accommodate an expected 3 million more people?  Where and how will they live?  Plan to attend to the June 18th workshop and help create a vision that will guide public investments over the next 20 years.  Let’s lead the way to Houston’s future!

Sponsors: Blueprint Houston, H-GAC, ULI-Houston, Wells Fargo, Center for Houston’s Future, and CenterPoint Energy.

Call for Facilitators!  

Saturday, June 18th 8:30 am – 12:30 pm

Enthusiastic facilitators are needed to lead the Blueprint Houston/H-GAC public workshop on June 18th.  The morning meeting will be an interactive and fun exercise asking tables of ten to plan where and how they prefer the city to grow and develop.  
Training will be provided in early June.  Please consider helping with this important civic event! (Contact: Heidi Sweetnam: 713.522.0590 or hsweetnam@blueprinthouston.org.)

Upcoming Meetings

Opportunity to Help Design new Downtown Park!
· Saturday, May 7th
· 8:00 am – 12:30 pm

· George R. Brown Convention Center, Room 301

Last fall, Mayor White announced plans to develop a new park across fro the George R. Brown. On May 7th the public is being asked to identify 100 things to do in the park!  The Downtown Park Conservancy is determined to make this park an active, alive gathering place for the city and they believe the best ideas will come from the community.  Plan to attend the public meeting! 

City Council Hearings: Capital Improvement Plan for City of Houston

· May 23rd – June 9th, in City Council Chambers
· www.blueprinthouston.org for dates and times
Hearings on the CIP were held in Council Districts in February and March.  City Council Budget workshops on the budget for fiscal year 2006 will be held in City Council Chambers from May 23rd – June 9thth.  The City Council will take public comments at the Budget Hearing, beginning June 14th.  The proposed CIP should be available for public review a few days before June 14th.  Call the City Secretary to speak before City Council (713.247.1840).
Planning Updates
New Chair of Planning Commission, Former Blueprint Houston Board member 

In January, 2005, Mayor White appointed Dr. Carol Lewis as Chair of the Planning Commission along with 5 additional new commissioners.  Dr. Lewis is an associate professor in transportation studies and Director of the Center for Transportation Training and Research at Texas Southern University and a founding board member of Blueprint Houston.  Other new commissioners are: J. Murry Bowden, Medardo E. “Sonny” Garza, D. Fred Martinez, Etan Mirwis, Robin Reed, Jeff Ross, Lee D. Schlanger and Shaukat Zakaria.
Planning Commission Moves in New Directions
In order to expand the activity of the Planning Commission beyond its typical agenda of plat approvals and to include in the deliberation of policy both commissioners and the general public, Dr. Carol Lewis, chair of the Commission, and Mayor Bill White have created six committees to examine and recommend policies that support a sound quality of life and sustainable growth for Houston.  Planning Commission: www.houstontx.gov/planning
The committees and their challenges are: 
· Suburban Development, Shaukat Zakaria, Chair:  Do the suburban rules in Chapter 42 support or thwart creative development?  Should we encourage and support opportunities for urban type development in suburban areas?

· Urban Core, Algenita Scott Davis, Chair:  Do our urban area regulations adequately address the demand for higher density housing inside the loop?

· Neighborhood Preservation, Kay Crooker, Chair:  What is missing in our tool kit to strengthen and preserve and protect neighborhoods?  How should we address and anticipate the impact of light rail on neighborhoods?

· Development Impacts, David Collins, Chair:  Should the plat review process consider development impacts?  What measurements should be considered and how should they be weighted?

· Parking, Rick Rice, Chair:  Do our parking requirements meet contemporary needs?  Given the plans for new light rail service, should rail served areas have different parking requirements?  Should our parking requirements bear some relationship to street capacity?

· Long Range Planning, Jeff Ross, Chair:  What can the planning commission do to help guide growth in the city over the next 20 years?  How can the commission support policy decisions in shaping the city’s capital improvement program?  What changes, if any, should we consider in dealing with the major thoroughfare plan?

New Planning Concept Under Discussion:  Transit Corridor Planning
A summary of a presentation to the Planning Commission by Guy Hagstette, AIA, Special Assistant to the Mayor for Urban Design.  Full text of the presentation may be found at www.blueprinthouston.org/documents/planning_commission_briefing.doc. 
The Transit Corridor Planning concept, based on work done by the Urban Land Institute several years ago for the Main Street Corridor, responds to an emerging market trend:  a desire from people across the region to live in the City.  This trend, documented in the Houston Area Survey as well as by market research specific to downtown and Midtown, is not supported by current development policies.

TCP seeks to identify a public/private strategy that flexibly addresses the challenges of areas where dense development is occurring adjacent to established residential neighborhoods.

· TCP is intended to apply only to high capacity corridors being developed by METRO.

· The planning framework for each corridor will be developed by area stakeholders and appropriate city agencies.

· Modifications to current regulations and ordinances would be area-specific.

· Performance standards would mitigate the impact of new development in residential areas and would not dictate land use.

· The entire process is to be open and transparent, involving community input, public hearings, and action by City Council.

The Department of Public Works and Engineering, the Planning Commission, civic clubs and developers, among others, are engaged in exploring the implications and concerns of this effort to shape and support the growth and development of the City in those urban corridors where the market demand is strong.

Housing Strategies for Houston:  Expanding Opportunities

After the release of the initial report of the Housing Strategies’ team of specialists in June, 2005, two task forces, appointed by Councilmember Gordon Quan, set to work to 

respond to the challenge of that report:  to develop actionable items specific to Houston that could address the problems detailed by the report.  
One group, chaired by James Vick, AIA, focused on Planning; the other, chaired by Stephen Fairfield, looked at Affordable Housing, including in its definition not only accommodation for the very low income citizens of Houston but also workforce housing—teachers, nurses, firefighters, police, and a variety of service employees.  For the full text of the recommendations, see www.aiahouston.org  and click on Housing Houston.

Urban Storm Water Management Study Beginning Soon
· Sponsored by: Harris County Flood Control District, City of Houston, Harris County and Texas Department of Transportation.  

· Purpose: to recommend updates to public project and land use development policy, regulation and design criteria.  

· Six Technical Elements: Includes one element to evaluate current criteria and mitigation techniques for land development, redevelopment and road projects.  

· Community Stakeholders Group: Formed to follow progress, provide input and to help facilitate better understanding of flooding and draining issues.  Blueprint Houston is a member.  (Contact Heidi Sweetnam if you are interested in following the study on a more detailed basis (hsweetnam@blueprinthouston.org)

Mayor Names Task Force on Reducing Air Quality Health Risks
The purpose of the task force is to report to the Mayor and Houstonians:
· A summary of the available evidence on the health risks associated with air pollution in the Houston region. 

· Recommendations for areas of research needed to allow regional leaders to make the best decisions on strategies for reducing pollution, within established legal timetables. 

· Strategies for the City to reduce health risks from air toxics and chemicals linked to cancer and other serious health problems.
The Task Force Chair is Professor Ken Sexton, Professor of Environmental Sciences from the University of Texas, School of Public Health, Brownsville Regional Campus. The Coordinator and Staff Director is Stephen H.  Linder, Interim Director of the Institute for Health Policy and Associate Professor in three divisions of  the UT School of Public Health at Houston.  www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/20050423.html 
Links of Interest

· Major Freeway & Thoroughfare Plan: www.houstontx.gov/planning/DevelopmentRegs/frwy_plan.htm.  
· Houston Galveston Area Council (H-GAC): www.h-gac.com 
· Harris County Flood Control District: www.hcfcd.com  
· Planning Commission: www.houstontx.gov/planning/commissions/plan.htm 
· City Code of Ordinances Chapter 33: Planning and Development www.houstontx.gov/codes/index.html 
· City Code of Ordinances Chapter 42: Subdivisions, Developments and Platting www.houstontx.gov/codes/index.html 
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