Meet New Council Member:

Peter Brown, At Large, Position 1
From January 11th, 2006 Interview
Blueprint Houston met Peter Brown, newly elected member of the Houston City Council, in his satellite office at 3911 Main.  The office, a store front in the historic Isabella Court, is readily accessible from the HCC/Ensemble Theater METRO rail stop.  A conference room will be available at this office for community meetings and will house a rich resource of maps, showing various aspects of the city—flood plain areas, parks, types of land use, etc—which will be a valuable tool for examining the City’s needs and resources.

Brown outlined his top three interrelated priorities:

· Neighborhood revitalization and stabilization

· Economic development

· Intelligent infrastructure network

Neighborhood Revitalization and Stabilization

Brown contends that about 25% of the city requires a disproportionate share of infrastructure and city service expenditures while failing to generate significant tax revenue.  Houston has more substandard housing than any other major city, suggesting at least part of the reason that the region’s average housing cost is lowest among major cities.  Only about 10% of the region’s new housing stock is being built within the City limits.  The Planning Commission’s committee reports may be a rich source of ideas for policy changes that could have a positive impact on the City’s neighborhoods.
Economic Development

Brown sees the city’s tax base eroding as housing and commercial projects are built outside the city limits.  He favors the development of public policies that would create a better investment climate within the City using incentives to reverse that trend.  That means reexamining a number of elements:  cost and ease of development inside versus outside the City; efficiency of the permitting process; requirements in the Development Ordinance; infrastructure decisions—sewers, streets, TexDOT investments; and the effects of various taxing districts within the City.
Intelligent Infrastructure Development

This idea suggests that the City must be selective and strategic about where to invest in infrastructure to induce quality development.  Incentives can be a tool for encouraging appropriate development.  Adopting varying standards for streets, depending on the prevailing adjacent land use, could make more effective use of public works funding.  Another idea is to revive the Crime Prevention through Environmental Design Program.  (see www.cpted.net for details of the program). And another is to take a serious look at Transit Oriented Development.  (For more about the concept, see www.transitorienteddevelopment.org)
Brown will pursue these and other goals through his work on council committees.  He is vice chair of the Regulatory Affairs and Neighborhood Protection Committee (chaired by Council Member Toni Lawrence).  He also serves on the Council Governance, Environment and Public Health, Ethics, Transportation, and Housing and Community Development Committees.  Agendas, meeting dates, and minutes of these and all Council committees are posted on the City website, www.houstontx.gov
Since the shape of a city determines, at least in part, the quality of life in a city, the big question underlying Brown’s priorities and action steps is this:  “What will maximize quality development in Houston?”  Council Member Brown invites Blueprint Houston to participate in exploring answers to that question.

