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 Next Steps Meeting 

June 30, 2003

________________________________________________________________________

Summary of verbatim comments from table discussions
Best ideas from Discussions 

Legislative decisions should be linked to BPH recommendations

Candidates need to articulate their priorities

Accountability should be part of Statement # 1

BPH should be part of process dev’t and oversight- Process must be institutionalized so it lives on regardless of who is elected

Report Card

PAC approach- questionnaire that candidate ans. To let public know where they stand on issues.  No yes/no ans. When possible.

Public ‘town hall’ meetings- periodic – not just during election season

Traditional not for profit organ structure but with a working board of directors (each dir sits on and or chairs a cte)

Committee structures TBD

BPH watchdog to monitor and report on progress

Loud voice and one group wants housing for masses to be in top 10

#1 civic group involvement

#2 create office in City Hall to liaison with Blueprint Houston

#3 make individual candidates aware- use media

#4 quantitative targets, report on them every 2 years

Give Council something to ‘force” Council members support

Asset in broad cross section – use it!  Maintain it!

Networks; use our networks; key questions in our pockets

1. Continue open forums and community outreach

2. Hold candidates and elected officials accountable for how they vote on each item of the citizens’ agenda

3.  Creatively use all media including the internet to communicate issues and how to address

Lobbying committee for City Council- a Lobbying Day with Participants

More define and specificity of ‘Citizens Agenda”

Make sure solutions and or recommendations

Citizen Agenda is too general to hold accountability of politician community

Citizen- Motto- catchy phrase to be sued

More citizen involvement gues roots

Names and list

Help city locate funding sources (if needed)

The use of internet website to expand our base

Coordinate with superneighborhoods

Quantitative targets

Public scoring and rating

1) involve more people, groups, associations

2) specify positions in clean specific terms

3) get group consensus on ideas

4) thoroughly assess the pros-coins, all options then vote

5) include costs and trade offs

Speakers Bureau

List of questions to ask candidates

Adopt resolution that would adopt Blueprint Houston platform

Conduct @ legislative Blueprint Day at City Council

Screening of candidates

501 c 3 and 501 c4 non profits do both

Use structure like League of Women Voters.  Do a candidate questionnaire like they do too.

Two candidate forums!! Mayor and Council candidates

Super neighborhood forums

Focus and order agenda into 8 groups.  Place all 29 goals in these 8.

1. Clean green city

2. Community Improvements

3. Education

4. Flood management

5. Healthcare

6. Law Enforcement

7. Leadership and Civic

8. Transportation

alphabetically arranged.

Statement 1:

-have a signature campaign

-involve Harris County Officials

Statement 2:

-Blueprint Houston should have a town hall meeting where Councilmen are aware of questions to be asked of them beforehand

Statement 3:

-involve the League of Women Voters and ethnic diverse organizations in a candidates forum

Statement 4:

-Blueprint Houston should have one task force per priority
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