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Lagt May athousand dd egates atended the
Blueprint Houston Citizens Congress, and they voted onten
top prioritiesfor the citizens future -- for the city's
future. And | wanted to reed you these prioritiesin the
order that they were approved. Thefirg onewaspublic
trangportation. The second onewasair qudity. Thethird
was government and leedership. The fourth wasinfragtructure
provison and maintenance. Thefifth was economic
development. Sixth was roads and congestion. Seventh was
hedthcare. Eighth was flood management. Ninewas geward
of water resources, and ten wasadean city.

If you look carefully at these gods, three of
them clearly relaeto trangportation needsin our community,
no surprise. Alsoin thetop ten, the remaining ones,
especidly three of them, arerdlaed to the qudity of life
and dso to trangportation needs. And thoseareair qudity,
No. 2; economic development, No. 5; and 7, hedthcare and 8,
flood management. So, you can seedl of thesetop ten
priorities definitely are related to trangportation,
planning, and to the qudity of lifein our community.

I would liketo thenk dl of you again for
being here and to thank our pandigsfor being hereand to
a0 thank H-GAC for working with usto hold this meeting.
Thisisafabulousfadility, and were grateful for being
here, and we hope thet thisisthe beginning of a continuous
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PROCEEDINGS 7.08 pm.

MS. SWEETNAM: Hélo, everyone My nameisHeadi
Sweetnam. I'm the executive director of Blueprint Houston.
AndI'mgoing toydl, | think.

I'm very pleased to seedl of you here
tonight. Blueprint Houston isanhonprofit organization
thet's nonpartisan, and it's dedicated to building community
support for aplanning process that makes improvement to
Houston's qudlity of life.

The purpose of thismesting istwofold. One
isto have apand discusson wherewell talk about regiond
planning issues and the god sthat were adopted &t the
Blueprint Houston Citizens Congresslast May.

The second part of the meeting isto havea
public comment period. Blueprint Houston beievesit isvery
important for the community to have an opportunity to spesk
on thisimportant plan, and H-GAC has cooperated in helping
us havethis meeting, and an officid court reporter ishere
to make sure your comments are forwarded.

Blueprint Houston -- tonight we're here
because Blueprint Houston bdieves that informed citizen
participation resultsin better plans. Wethink plans should
be basad on the ditizens vision, vaues and gods and
that'swhy over the last year we have worked with the
community to develop avison for Houston's future.
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and long-running reldionship. We would like the community
to be informed and, therefore, more effective in the
trangportation planning process.

Thereis concern in the community that the
2025 Regiond Transportation Plan does not adequately address
our trangportation needs and thet it does not addressthe
implications of the plan for the other related goalsthat |
just described. Mohility isacomplex issue. Weneed to
solve our transportation issues, cbvioudy, so that we can
grow and prosper. But we dso need qudity of lifein order
to atract the business that keeps us hedlthy and prosperous.
So, it'sfor this reason that welve organized this forum to
provide aframework for understanding regiond trangportation
issues and how they relae to our Blueprint Houston goals.

I'm very pleased you are dl here. | think
your presence sends avery srong signd to our council
members and to H-GAC and to the Trangportation Policy Council
that votes on this plan. Blueprint Houston often saysthe
community wantsto be involved in planning. Y our presence
here definitely sendsthat signd, and | applaud you.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: Thisevening's programis
divided into two parts, as| said, apand discusson, and a
public comment period. In the public comment period, were
very pleased to have the League of Women Voters here. They
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have been aloyd dly of oursthroughout our existence, and
they are going to be the timekeeper today, and LulaBlakeis
kindly going to keep track of your time. Wehaveavery - a
lot to accomplish tonight. We want to get through this
forum. The people have very important thingsto say, but we
dso want to give the public time to comment. Please sign up
onthesgn-in -- the spesker gn-in sheet. Isit outdde
ill? And after weturn it over to the public comment
period, well bring this sign-in sheet and welll placeit on
thistable over here--right, Alan? -- and people can Sgn

up if you change your mind and are interested.

So, now | would liketo begin theforum. We
arevery pleasad to have as our firg spegker Alan Clark. He
isthe Metropolitan Planning Organization director of H-GAC.
He's been herefor 12 years, and he knows atremendous amount
about the plan. 1've asked him to give usabrief overview
of the plan and to talk to us about where the planisin the
whole complete planning process. Blueprint Houston believes
that plans are not the ultimate god of the -- of the plan.
It'saplanning process, and it's an ongoing process, and we
need to beaware of that. And S0, | hope you will welcome
Alan Clak.

(Applause.)

MR. CLARK: Thank you very much, Heidi. Itis
my pleasure to wecome you here tonight, and |, too, look
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preliminary enginesring, through design and possibly various
levesof environmentd andyds

Asaproject isready for afunding decison,
if -- espedidly if the project’'s being considered for
Federd or ate transportation funding assstance, H-GAC
requires that the project sponsors not only show work to
satisfy usthat they fully understand the scope, the codt,
and theimpact of their project but to show us evidence of
public participation in the project and loca government
support. The plansand idessin the Regiona Transportetion
Plan reguire the agreement of many parties before they become
projectsor new services. Not only must they bein our
Trangportation Planif they arefederdly or state funded but
they must be part of the plans of local governments and loca
trangportation agencieswho are theimplementing
organizations for these potentid ideas and projects.

Asaconsaquence, they will probably be shown,
if itsahighway program, thoroughfare plans.
Thoroughfare -- much of what we areimplementing in the
Regiond Transportation Plan began on thoroughfare plans 20,
30, even 50 years ago for our region.

Okay. If | can havethe next dide, please

The Regiond Trangportation Flan dso hesa
number of gated gods and | bdieve these gods gregtly
complement the gods | saw in the Blueprint Houston forum.
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forward to along-term relationship with Blueprint Houston
and other groupsthat dlow usto fully explore the dynamics
of - of our growing region.

Get theselightschanged. Al right. Arewe
connected? Why don't you judt hit the buttonsfor me?

And | know I'm right in your viewing angle
from this podium; | gpologize for that. Thisvery fird,
very complicated dideis one of the handoutsthat you should
have somewherein your seting areaor on the tablesasyou
werewaking in. What we wanted to beginisto explanthe
role of the Regiond Trangportation Plan.

Firg of dl, it isthe beginning point for
many trangportation ideas, many trangportation improvements
in our region. Some of those projectsand ideas will take
ten to 20 years before they may actudly beimplemented asa
specific new service or trangportation improvement to our
aea. Someof the projectsin the plan are reedy for funding
within the next three-year funding cycle, what we cdl the
Transgportation Improvement Program. Until aproject enters
thet very lest sage, it isredly moving from concept
through a process intended to define the purpose, need, and
soope of theproject. It may involve many, many
opportunities for public review and comment, not only
beginning with the Regiond Trangportation Flan but asit
moves through the levels of feesihility sudy, through
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However, they are much more spedificaly focused onthe
transportation needs of our region. In additionto -- to
reducing congestion, we are concerned about economic growth,
environmentd qudity, improving the ssfety of our
trangportation system and its security, and trying to make
urethat important goasfor our communities are met.

The purpose of the Metropalitan Planning
Organization, when it was cregted in the 1970's wasto
ensure that the expenditure of Federd funds was consstent
with the gods and plans of locd governments. That'swhy
were here. Wework for you. Wework for locd governments
Andit'sour job to make sure thet we trand ate our
trangportation needs into programs and projectsthet are
conggent with the plans of our -- our communities.

Next dide

Thehiggest chdlenge wefaceisthe heer
meagnitude of growth in thisregion. 1 don't know of another
areacther than afew southern dities, like the Ddlas-Fort
Worth ares, perhapsthe Atlanta areg, facing the magnitude of
growth thet thisregion faces. Inthe decade of 1990's we
added amillion peopleto thisregion. Were predicting that
wewill add doseto 3 more million people by the year 2025
as compared to the 2000 census. That has many, many impacts,
not the least of which istransportation.

The -- many of the concamns |'ve heard about
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the Regiond Trangportation Plan, | think, in part, are
reflections of the concern of how our region isgoing to --
going to engagein this potentid growth and economic
development, what it will mean for the parts of our region we
want to preserve and protect, and how transportation can be
effectively provided so thet this growth won't result in
higher levels of congestion and loss of mohbility.

Next dide, pleese

Thesedides are going to be very hard to see
| can -- welve got on the Sory board tonight anumber of
dements of theregiond transportetion, just in picture
form, that addresses, of course, the needs for our road
sydem. It does not recommend, as compared to our last
Regiond Trangportation Plan, asgnificant -- | mean, a-- a
very large or proportionate increase in trangportation
invesmentsin new freaway investments and tollways
fadilities. Itisabout a20to 25 percent increasein lane
mileage, mogt of it inthetallwaysand HOT lanesthat were
proposng. The grestest amount of invesment, we ssefrom
our modding, needsto bein thoroughfares. | bdievewe
overuse our freeway system. It's about 10 percent of the
region'slane miles. It carries 45 percent of dl the
travel, and as a.conseguence, is highly congested.

| believe that many people would prefer to be
abletotravd onther locd thoroughfares. And
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Next dide, plesse

It looks beyond thet program. Weve tested
high-capacity trangt in corridors thet would -- that would
redly cover the mgor population centers of our eight-county
region. Metro Solutions fully utilizes the resources of the
Metropalitan Trangit Authority. We do not have counterpart
organizationsto Metro with the kind of locdl finencid
resourcesthet dlow usto immediady program for
implementation some of the mgjor travel corridorsthat you
seeonthismap. However, we are recommending thet we should
undertake feasbility study and develop, wherelocd
governments concur in the potentid contribution of these
fadilities, financid plansthat will dlow usto beginto
move these projects forward.

Y es, we can use highway fundsfor trangt
activities, and we do that today. However, inthetrangt
arena, dmogt 50 percent of the cogt of trangt servicesis
borne by locd governments. Therefore, we haveto work very
carefully with our locd governmentsto develop thefinancing
mechanismsthat will dlow mgor invetmentslike many of the
corridor studies shown here,

Thegood newsis, isthat if we provide
reasonable trangt sarvices that have conductivity and dlow
peopleto trave to awide choice of dedtinations, we can
greetly improve thetrangt ridership in our region.
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improvements, | think, to thase could not only relieve some
of the congestion on our freeway system but reduce the
intrusion of traffic into neighborhoods.

Givemethe next dide, pleese.

What thisdideillusratesisthet alot of
theinvestment in this plan isthe implementation of
thoroughfare plans, as| sad, thet in some caseshave
been -- been in place for acouple of decades

Next dide. Okay. Canyou get onemore,
plees? Yeeh, givemeone more

Weve proposed a concept of upgradesto our
thoroughfare system that wekre cdlling Expressor Smart
Sregts Thisisudng traffic management and access
mahagement toolsto try to get the most out of the system
that we have. | bdieve thet because of the underuse of
these techniques, we can improve mohbility on our mgor
thoroughfaresin away that not only addsto their capacity
but provides for more effective trangt service and improves
the environment for pedestrians and cydes. We need to look
for win-winrwin solutions when we implement this Regiond
Trangportation Plan if were going to achieve the gods of
adding mohility and improving qudity of life.

Next dide, plesse

Our plan does embrace the voter-gpproved Metro
Solutions Program.
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Next dide pleese

Thismap wasadepiction of the bicyde
portion of our Regiond Trangportation Flan. Wehave, again,
mapsonthewadl that illustratethis. And, redly, it'sin
two -- two pieces. One, we do have amap showing bicyde
fadilitiesthat wewould liketo sseimplemented. But weve
aso recommended that we focus on activity on high-population
employment activity areasthat would be very suiteblefor a
range of bicydetrestments. Maodt bicydetripsare very
short. We need to look within adidtrict or aneighborhood
or acommunity for opportunitiesto implement bicycle
improvementsthat can truly provide an option for those
wanting to travel who might otherwise go by car.

We--wearejug engaged in thefirg of
these digrict studies, and | hope that that recommendation
will leed usto anew way of congdering how to improve both
bicyde and pededtrian activities. And thosearecriticd to
trangt use, because every transit rider isat some point a
pedestrian.

Next dide, please.

We dso recognize, though, that we cannot
build dl the fadilities that will accommodate the full
travel of our region. Our region isgoing to be growing by
something in the range of 60 to 70 percent. We cannot expand
the system in a.conventiond way. | think it'sabout 75
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percent, actudly, in terms of population growth. Therefore,
we head to reduce the demand for trave by increesing - a
leedt the demand for vehidetravd, by increesng other
options, not only transt, teleworking, van pooling, car
pooling, and awhale range of other options. Weve
recommended dedicating resourcesto do thet inthis
Trangportation Plan.

Next dide

And then theissue of trangportation safety.
Some of you may have heard some recent press accounts of some
of thework were doing here & the council to andyze the
ety issuesin our -- on our region'shighways. Welead
the gatein dmost every category of seriousand severe
crashes We have targeted over 300 locations thet account
for 25to 30 percent of the serious and severe crashesin our
region and are recommending thet in this plan we dedicate
resourcesto looking at those particular issues, in addition
to the resources that we may be providing to improve those
segments of our road system. Wethink that we could havea
very fagt paybeck in terms of the cogt that reducing even 20
percent of the crashes a these high-crash locations would
afford.

And then the cogt of our plan. Thishasaso
been an area of great concern, asit should be. It comes
with abig pricetag, $77 billion. 12-1/2 billion of thet is
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for coming.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: And we have represantaives
here tonight from Coundil Member Ron Green's officg, Adrian
Gardds office, AdaEdwardss office, and Miched Berry's
office So, werevery pleased to have them.

(Applause)

Okay. Now I'd like to introduce our second
pand soeeker, Dr. Tim Lomax. Hehashad 20 years of
experience in trangportation planning. Heiswiththe
Trangportation Ingtitute -- Texas Trangportation Ingtitute at
TexasA & M, and I've asked him to talk about regiond
trangportation plans and the mix of solutions.

DR. LOMAX: Theank you very much, Hedi. Even
though | am auniversty professor, therewon't beatest on
thislater on. So, you can kind of dispd someof that
problem.

| think, as Alan said and asHeldi has said,
theway to look &t thisisthisisatool and aprocess.
Thisisnot anend -- | would hopethat itsnot anend. |
don't think Alan, the ¢&ff at H-GAC, or the Policy Coundil
viewsthisasanend. Itiscertainly agood placeto get
your input, to get some opinions, but if y'dl don't continue
to participate, dl thisbecomesiskind of agripe session,
and that redlly isn't as helpful asparticipating inthe
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represented by portsand arportsin our region. That

funding is not controlled by our Transgportation Policy
Council. However, we thought that it was very important thet
you seethe biggest possible picture of our transportation
needs. To do that, you need to understand what's happening
with our ports and arports, because they have amgor impact
on our trangportation system. Weveincluded thet for your
information and tried to take into account what those
adtivities may meen in terms of additiond truck and vehide
travel.

The other remaining 65 billion isdivided
between highway and transit uses Asl said, wevefully
captured the Metro Solutions Program. Wewould liketo sse
even moretrangt investment in our region. We bdievethat
therdstravel demand that would support thet, and we look
forward to working with you and our locad governmentsto
further invedtigate the options and possibilities of doing
that.

With that, that's sort of my quick whirlwind
view of the Regiond Trangportation Plan. Thank you, Heidi.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: Thank you very much. Were
going to move dong here quickly, but 1 would liketo
acknowledge that there are -- an important coundil member has
jugt arived, Coundil Member Khen. Wethank you very much
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process, making your wishes known, thinking about the
chdlengesbeforeyou. Threemillion new people. | think
that'swhat thisplanistrying to get its hands around. So,
from my perspective, looking a any regiond plan, looking &
the demands, how are those going to be solved?

W, therédsawhale bunch of different
solutions. But again, looking &t this as a process, you got
to undergand -- or you got to think about where the demands
are, how the populaion and employment isgoing to be
distributed, what the vison, what the godsare for the
community. Again, wherey'dl can hdpisin hdping define
or refine or meke dear what your gods arefor your
neighborhood, your community, Houston region asawhole--
recognizing that alot of theissuesthat get -- get play or
get theinput arethingsrelated to ar qudlity, the
environment, the sort of new capacity numbersthet Alan
talked about.

Therésawhale range of other concerns
Certanly, ssfety isa-- isabig component of any plan that
addressesamgjor urben area. But maintenance and
operations, very important to keep the roads, the trangit
system, maintained and operating well. Thefreight network,
the freight movement is so key to the port and the railroads.
The commercein theareahasto be addressed. There-- and
let’'s nat overlook the policies and programsthat go dong
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with any of these projects.

If you just build aroad or build atranst
system, therés awhale range of other policies and projects
that haveto beincorporated, and from whet I've seenin the
plan right now, thereissome of that. | think the-- the
interest in extending that or finding out wherethe
opportunitiesareis  leest part of why Heidi and the
Blueprint Houston group are here.

So, from my perspective, the solutions sort of
come down to big groups of things like adding capecity,
whether that'sroad or trangt, bicycle lanes. That sort of
cgpacity, that sort of additiond system you need, you're not
going to handle 3 million new peoplewith no roads and no new
trangt. So, therés got to be acomponent of new capacity.

But | think it'simportant to get as much out
of the system asyou can. So, managing the sysem as
effidently as possible, getting the crashes, the vehide
breskdowns out of theway, making the sgnd sysemswork as
efficently aspossible, so that you, in essence, get as much
productivity out of the limited -- the system that's out
there, so that you can handle some of thisgrowth onthe
exiding sysem. Making sure that when people usethe
system, they know wheat their options are, they -- they have a
chanceto think about thingslike tdecommuting, ride
sharing, what time of day arethey travelling, can they make
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from the professond perspective. | think that's something
that we seein alot of different areas around the country.

So, findly, I'd like to suggest that you
think about how important trangportation is a concern.
Y ouve got awholerange of thingsthat folks are concerned
about: cogt of living, qudity of life, environment,
schoals, hedthcare, shopping opportunities. Therdsawhole
range of different things. How important istrangportation,
and then how do you want that system, how do you want the
transportation element of your vison or your goasto be
inddled or implemented? How important is Stting in your
car wating for the sop-and-go treffic to get avay versus
how important isit for you to soend adollar or two morein
gastax every week to add some more roads or add some more
trangt or add some more bike lanes or manage the demand or
to provide peopleincentivesto car poal, thingslike that.

On somelevd, you can sort of think of this
asa-- weregoing to pay for mohility. 1t'sjust how were
goingto pay forit. Arewegoingto pay for it by Stting
in cars, dtting on buses, ditting in trains, paying alittle
bit morein gastax, paying alittle bit morein property
tax? There's some combingtion of thet thet isredly apart
of thiscommunity discusson. | heartily endorsethe -- the
fact that we're having thisforum or having this discussion.
Again, | would urge you to continue to participatein this
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some phone cdls or do some business over the -- over the
Internet or by computer between 7:30 and 9:30 in the morning
and then get out on the roadway system &fter that or get onto
the trandt system after thet, to try to level out some of

the demand.

Again, were nat going to build cgpacity of
any ot to handle the -- the pesk hour demand. But if we
can kind of spread that demand out, | think we got abetter
chance of working on it -- (besping) Istha my time? You
know, | usudly get 55 minutes.

So, adding capacity, getting the sysem to
operate as good aswe can, managing the demand, the humean
agpect of the use, and then working on the development
paterns. | think therédsan awful lot of discusson now
about how the dity gets developed. | think that'sdl redly
important. Recognizing thet the city isgoing to developin
different waysand dl these solutions are going to get
incorporated in different ways depending on where you are.
So, the st of solutionsthat work for thisareaingdethe
Loop may not work for Championsor -- or the Near East Side,
and they may not work for Sharpstown, but they may work for
Alief.

That sort of regiond variaioninthe
solution s, if you will, isan important component. It
should be something thet you at least think about, certanly
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process. Dont let this be the last meeting you cometo.

Thank you very much. Heidi.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: W, we plan to gick around.

The next three Speskers are going to address
some of the goalsthat were adopted at the Blueprint Houston
Citizens Congresslagt May. Flood management was one of
those god's, and were very pleased that Mr. Burton Johnson
can be here from the Harris County Hood Control Didtrict.
He hasworked there snce 1991, | believe andisan
engineer. And I've asked him to tak to us about the
relationship between roads and flooding.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Heidi.

Let mefigure out thismicrophonehere. Can
ydl hear mefineg? Good.

Y ou know, herein thetop ten lig, there --
it kind of occurred to me ligtening, thet there areredly
ten different things. 1 think flood management was eighth.
Over time, | think mogt of thoseissueswill Say farly
ddtic. Theoneissuel redly think that hasthe potentia
to move up and down isflood management. And we seethese
ligts of sorts come out from timeto time, and it's dways
kind of afunction of the westher. 'Y ou know, we had Allison
in 1991 -- or 2001, and we moved way up on thet ligt with
flood management. If you took that sametop ten pall in,
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say, May of 2001, | don't even know if it would appear oniit.
And 50, you know, redly, in terms of our planning, in terms
of getting interest and engaging with the community, we
grikewhiletheironishot.

There has been quite a bit of activity on our
part ance Allison. | think y'dl are garting to see some
of thosethingstoday, with the TSARP project. There's
floodplain maps and thingslikethat. And that'sredly
where | want to gart and kind of move from there, but what
the TSARP project does-- and I'm assuming that most people
herearefamiliar withit. In short, it'sastudy to
recdculae dl the various floodplainsin Harris County.

But for us, it does other things. It helpsus
undergtand, redlly, our flooding problem & ahigher leve.
To solveaproblem, you certainly need to understand it the
best you can. And dso, it hdpsusdevelop and own great
toolsto help us address flooding and do flood planning and
flood management, which areonthelig. So, werered
excited about that, and | think you will seethe returnson
that over the years-- that are projects.

| fed like my microphoneis comingin and
out. Isit doingthat? Okay. Good. I'mkind of alittle
parancid with these things.

But -- and that's redly where were heeded.

Now, in talking specificaly about roads and how it affects
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Now, it doesn't mean that devel opment does not
present serious chdlengesto those of usin theflood
management business becauseit does. | will talk quickly
about how we ded withthose. Firg off, | managethe
planning department. Weretaking about a Trangportation
Plan. I'maflood contral planner. And so, therésalot of
amilaitieshere. And hearing Alan'sdiscusson, | heer a
lot of the same buzz wordswe use dl thetime. But you got
to have agood plan, and that'swhat were working on.

That'swhy | garted off mentioning the TSARP
project. That'sgiven usimmensetools Weve dready
started using those tools to develop aplan for every one of
our 22 watershedsin Harris County. Those planswill doa
lot of things. No. 1, they will attempt to addressthe
exiging flood problemswe have. Were somewhat implementing
projects aswe spesk. Wewill expand that into agregter

plan.

But dso, we're going to ook past the
exiging problems and kind of take some of the types of
projections you've seen back here. The 2025 projection
showed an immense amount of growth, 3 million people. Wl,
that's going to have consequencesfor us. | assure you thet.
So, we nead to have aplanin place to hdp so that if that
growth occurs, it growsin away o that we don't have
adverse effects of flooding downstream and a the sametime
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flooding, letf'stieit dl together. Let'sjust talk about
development. That'skind of the big word, the big D word, |
guess. New development. Whether you're talking about roads,
whether you're talking about subdivisons or anything dse,
it dl kind of isdevdlopment. And | think some of the
concarns about plans, it gets people excited. They seedl
this new development and have various reactions, good or bed,
tothem. And thebig question comes Wll, how isthet
going to afect flooding?

Onething to kegp in mind, flooding in
Houston, on the Gulf Coast of Texas, isour naturd disagter.
Itsnot earthquiskes. It's usudly not tornadoes, from time
totimewewill have one. But it redly isflooding. So, to
thefolksin San Francisco, what an earthquake is, to usit's
aflood. And that's something for usto kespinmind. It
flooded here long before any of uswere here. It flooded
well before therewas any devdlopment. Thereiskind of an
urban myth out there that there was never any flooding until
we darted paving things.

The reason thet -- the biggest reldionship
between deve opment and flooding redlly is somewherein our
infinite wisdom, our forefathers, as developed here, saw a
bunch of floodplain land and said, "That would make agood
subdivison. That would make agreat city.” And thus,
that'swherewe are today.

Page 24

wedon't have adverse effects to our neturd and socid
environment. Thevery same thingsthet were on those bullet
points show up on our bullet pointsdl thetime.

o, thet'swhat wedo. Well beengaged in
our own planning process over the next year, and we will
complete our plans sometime a the end of this cendar year.
Themeagicd thing about these plansiswere not going to put
them in ahardback book. They're going to livein sometype
of digitd environment so we can kind of update them as
things change and evolve over time, which is an important
congderation, | think.

But redlly getting back to the basic quegtion,
which | havekind of dodged to this point, how does roadways
afect flooding? Wll, you build aroad. Andwedl know it
involves more pavement, and | think that's something that's
genardly misundersood inthisarea. Wehaveday soils
Our soilsdon't absorb awholelat of water anyway. So,
yesh, when you put pavement down, it doesincresse the volume
of runoff and there can be animpact. And thereisone, but
it's not nearly to the Sgnificant magnitude everybody thinks
itis.

What isof aggnificant impact isthe
congruction of drainageinfragtructure. Any timeyou takea
pedture or ameedow or woods and go grade the land and build
roads and build inlets and ditches and chenndsand rush dll
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that water out asfast asyou can, we cartainly have an
impect. Weve seen thet thet ismuch more of an
impact-causing event than just putting the pavement down.
And 50, those are the thingswe will address.

Astheroads are bilt, they are the secondary
drainage sysem. I'm sure you have heard that before. Y ou
know, therésabig, heavy rain, and youre trying to go home
fromwork, and you can't redly drive through the road right
there, and somebody on TV says, "Well, it's supposed to do
that." Anditis.

Now, it'snot supposed to do it every single
timeitrains But when we havethoseredly bed rans the
worst ones, we would much rather see that water pondingin
the street than rushing down to Braes Bayou or Buffado Bayou
and flooding homes. And that'swhat were trying to do with
roadway condruction in town.

And by theway, asan asde, the city's
program, the gorm water management program, the sorm
drainage plan they have, will not diminate that. It will --
it will decreaseit. It will bring some of these old systems
up to current sandards that were built below standard. But
| guaranteeyou, if therés 6 or 7 inches of rain, we do want
to see some ponding in those dreets. And that'sredly what

happened in the roadway system.
Now, lagtly, what happens -- now, how doesit
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Environmenta Hedlth Section of Baylor College of Medicings
Chronic Dissese Prevention and Control Research Center. And
I've asked her to talk about the relationship between
trangportation and hedth.

MS. JENSEN: Thank you. | gppreciatethe
opportunity to spesk and think thisisagrest step for
bringing the medicd community into the planning process and
giving usachance to hdp ensure that the hedth of area
residentsis adequatdly considered.

I'm now going to mke three mgjor points.

Frg, Il discuss how air qudity impacts of the proposed
projects are addressed in the plan. | will then describe how
thear quaity impacts could affect the hedth of area
residents, particularly thoseworking, living, or going to
schoadl dong the mgjor corridors. And findly, I'll argue
that more work should be done to ensure that public hedith
needs are adequatdly addressed.

o, regarding air quaity impacts, discusson
of ar qudity isessentidly limited to three pages of the
gppendix. Appendix Q notesthat the plan cannot be approved
unlessit showsthat it won't make the areds ozone problem
wore. An andysisdone lagt year showed that planswould
indeed meet this reguirement, dthough new andysswill be
done once the Sate's new ozone plan is approved.

But what doesn't the plan say about air
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affect flooding? | told you it could impact flooding. Today
thase building roads, whether it be TX DOT, whether it bethe
various counties, dities, Metro, dl of them are putting in
mitigation to offset those impects, just like developments

do. You build aroad; you build infrestructure. Instead of
passing dl that water down to the bayou, we ask, and they --
and they do congtruct detention ponds on down. Weve found
that that typically cogts -- well, they havetold us,

actudly. 1t adds about 25 percent to thelr congtruction

cogt. And many years ago when we dtarted thet didogue,
therewasalot of resganceto doing that. They have been
doing it for sometime. | fully expect it to hgppeninto the
future. Andtha'sredly at the very basishow wetry to
offsat theimpects.

Hopefully, as our plans get done, they candl
bekind of tied together 30 these potentia impacts can be
addressad in amore holitic way aspart of the larger
sysem, and that's redly where the planning and didogue
between our group and folkslikethe H-GAC and other
trangportation groups will continue.

o, | look forward to any questions later on.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: Thank you.

And now were going to hear from Rebecca
Jensen. Sheisthe environmentd -- aproject maneger inthe
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qudity? Firg, the plan mentionsregiond ar qudity,

which averages pollution over space and time, but does not
mention pollution pesks on or neer highwayswhere there are
many homes and schools. The plan doesn't condder pollutants
beyond those impeacting the ozone problem. Therefore, it
doesn't address anumber of pollutants known to be associated
with serious adverse hedth impacts. And theseindlude air
toxics, such as benzene, 1,3-butadiene, formaldehyde,

acetd dehyde and other criteriapollutants, like carbon
monoxide, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide.

The plan aso doesn't condder emissonsfrom
condruction equipment -- and of particular concern hereare
the diesl emissons-- nor doesit condder emissonsfrom
road dugt, chemicas evaporating from the road surface, and
patidesfrom the breskdown of brakeliningsand tires

The plan do offersfew details about the
assumptions going into the ar quaity modd. For example,
other dities have found that highway expanson helpsfud an
increesein driving, triggering changesin driver behavior
and land use that spurs additiond vehidetrave. They cdl
thoseinduced treffic. Itisunclear whether thisincrease
in driving is adequately conddered.

So, now I'll move on to hedth. Theword
"hedth” gppears only afew timesin the plan, and none of
the references rlate explicitly to theimpeact of air
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pollution on public hedlth. The plan does not account for
the differentid impact of the pollution that will beimposed
on the populations adjacent to the expanded roadways,
particularly homes, schoals, and day care centers. And the
gudies published in awide range of scientific journds
document the hedlth effectsfor peopleliving & various
distances from roads with as few as 20,000 vehides per day.
And thisis about the amount of traffic you might seeon
Kirby or atenth of the amount of traffic on atypicd
Houston freaway.

And multiple gudies have addressed this, and
afew examples!'ll give here. Firgt, compered with children
exposed to background levels of air pallution, children
living neer mgor roads hed higher rates of hospital
admissonsfor asthma, repiratory symptoms, reduced lung
function, and respiratory infections.

Secondly, infants expased to high levels of
traffic exhaugt had anincressed risk of devdloping asghma
during childnood.

Third, matherswho lived doseto heavy
traffic during pregnancy were 10 to 20 percent more likdly to
have apreterm birth or alow term -- low birth weight baby.

Fourth, men and women living within 200 meters
of mgor roadswere shown to be a increased risk of dying
from gtroke as compared to people living athousand meters
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Klenberg, Professor of Sociology a Rice Univerdty. Hehas
been there for many years and isresponsiblefor avery
wdl-known public opinion survey of Houstonians. And I've
asked him to come and talk to us about how the generd public
is responding to the economic, demographic, and environmenta
chdlengesof our time

MR. KLEINBERG: Two minutes?

MS SWEETNAM: Fve

MR. KLEINBERG: Okay. I'm ddighted to be
here. | want to go asquick as| can, because were here
because of you and your participation and questions are the
mogt important for this meeting.

Weve been doing asurvey, asHadi mentions
now, for 23 years, taking arepresentative random sample of
Harris County residents, something called the Houston Area
survey, aregiond random sample, and asking people with
identica quegtions over theyears: "How do you seethe
world? What is hgppening inyour life?!

And then we have sat back and weatched the
world change Wedid thefirg survey in March of 1982. Two
monthslater, the oil boom collgpsad. Houston went into a
mgor recesson and recovered inthe late Eightiesinto a
restructured economy and ademographic revolution. So, weve
been watching those changes

The new economy is onein which the source of
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frommagor roads. So, most of these hedlth effects appear
strongest within about ahundred meters of -- or about one
footbdl fidd. But studies show effects up to 300 meters
frommgor roads So, | have alig of references I'm happy
to give anyonewho isinterested.

| dso wanted to mention that hedthisdso a
concern for people driving on the roadwaysand | don't just
mean vehide arashes. Levdsof ar pallutionindde acabin
of the car are often about 2 to 4 times greeter than the
levesoutdde acar, especidly when traffic is moving
dowly.

So, inconduson, | think morework should be
done to ensure that the public's hedlth needs are adequatdy
addressed. And of particular concern istheimpact of
vehiderdated pollution on people who areliving, working,
driving, or going to school aong these expanded roadways
And | think we must begin to condder the hedith of area
residents atop priority in the trangportation planning
that's now provided.

So, if youreinterested in getting more
information, please take alook a our Web Ste,
www.envirohedthhouston.org, or talk to me after the medting.

Thank you for the opportunity.

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: Our last spesker is Stephen
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wedth hasless andlessto do now with naturd resources and
more and more to do with humean resources. The source of
wedth in the 21t century is knowledge rather than netural
resources, the resources housed between the ears of the best
and the brightest peoplein America, who can live anywhere,

And s0 suddenly and incressingly in Houston,
we recognizethat qudity of lifeissues, far from being sort
of unnecessary and sort of frivolous socid spending and
"nicethingsif you can dfordit," are essentid to economic
prosperity for Houston in the 21st century.

| want to share with you the findings from our
latest survey just completed in early March of thisyear, not
yet released to the CHRONICLE, 0, youre getting alittle
firsthand picture of this.

Thefirdg question we ask when wereach a
random adult in arandom household is "Thank you very much
for hdping usout. What would you say isthe biggest
problem facing peoplein the Houston areatoday? Whet comes
to mind asthe biggest problem in Houston®?

At the beginning, back in 1982, treffic
mohility was ahigh -- that was atime of the great boom when
1 million people had moved into Hougton, Texas, inthe
previous 12 years, when people were coming & therate of
1,380 aweek, we were adding 230 cars and trucks every day to
the streets and freeways of Harris County, in acity with no
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planning, no concern about what we were -- gbout how wewere
going. And the result was enormoustraffic.

Then, of course, camethe recesson and the
economy was abig preoccupation. Inthe 1990 crimewas
the greet fear. Concern about crime has gone down; concern
about the economy has gone down. We have apopulaion no
longer preoccupied either with economic insecurity or
persond safety -- more prepared perhaps than any timein the
lagt 22 yearsto fredy ask what we need to do to address the
issuesthat Houston needsto faceif itsgoing to be as
successful inthe 21 century asit wasin the 20th.

Andinthelast couple of years mohility has
once again become the biggest problem, mentioned by 34
percent, 33 percent, 33 percent, in 2003, Inthe latest
survey completed three weeks ago, 48 percent of dl
Hougtonians said mohility, traffic, congestion, road repair
isthe biggest problem facing people in Houston -- amgor
kind of reemergence, ashigh alevd of concerntoday asa
any timein the 23 years of the surveys, and an important
remainder of why were here and why this metters not only for
the people who areliving here now but for the opportunities
for economic prosperity of Houston in the 21t century.

| want to touch on two other quick thingsthet
wefound. Weve asked people over the years, "How important
do you think it isfor Houston's success to make mgjor
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So, one of thethingsit reminds us of isthe great chdlenge
in this city where we are 30 used to using our car for
everything and aways-- but the best predictor, by the way,
in answer to thet question, was whether you were born and
grew up in Hougton. People who have come here from other
citieswere much more likely to say, "If the trangportation
sysem improves, | will not drivemy car." Those-- those
that have grown up in this city, were ill committed to it.
So, itisapowerful reminder of aswe build a
viable sysem of the next 15 to 20 years to addressthe
qudity of lifeissuesthet are S0 centrd to economic
prosperity for Houston in the 21t century. Were going
to - wekre going to be chdlenged to change our own way's of
thinking about mohility, about how to get around, and to
recognize asthe masstrangt sysemsimprove and as access
to different mohility needs begin to be met, to gt moreand
more of usto bewilling to, a lesst on occasion, no longer
drive our cars and to moveinto these other systems.
Itisinteregting, a0 -- we ask people, "How
long doesit take you to get towork?" Longer then ever
beforein our surveys. The number of hours -- number of
minutesto drivetowork. And we ask people, "How do you get
towork?" 87 percent, more than ever beforein our survey,
sid, "l drive donetowork™ - areminder once agan, a
part of the chdlenge beforeus. Thank you very much.
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improvementsin the public transportation sysems? Very
important, somewhat important, or not very important?' 57
percent, up from 52 percent last year, said it wasvery
improvement to make mgor improvementsin -- in public
transportation.

And then we asked, "How important isit for
that trangt system to have arail component? Would you say
very important, somewhat important, not very important?' 48
percent said "very important,” higher than a any timein dl
the previous surveys-- dear increesing commitment to
improving public trangportation, deer increasing commitment
to rail asanimportant component of thet trangt system.

And then we asked a question that we last
asked back in 1985. Every year we sort of look back over the
urveys and say, "Arethere any questions we ought to ask
agan?' And herewas one we thought, "This one, we ought to
ak" It wasaquedionthat sad, "Do you agree or disagree
with this statement: Evenif public transportation were much
more efficient than it istoday, | would il drive my car
towork." And we wanted -- expected to see some change from
1985. 1n 1985, 60 percant said, "Yes, | agree. | would
dill drivemy car towork." 37 percent said, "No, |
wouldnt."

Today, 58 percent said, "Yes, | would il
drivemy car towork." 38 percent sad, "No, | wouldn't."
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(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: Okay. W, that isthe
condusion of awonderful pand discusson, and we gppreciate
each and every one of you for being here tonight.

Now wed like to moveinto the public comment
period. And I'm going to turn the microphone over to Alan
Clak. H-GAC hasvery kindly provided uswith acourt
reporter and who is going to make surethat dl of your
comments are recorded and submitted. | don't know if | said
earlier, but Blueprint Houston definitdly plansto take these
comments, because they're mostly from peoplein the City of
Hougton, to our council membersthat serve onthe
Trangportation Policy Coundil. So, | thank you very, very
much for being here. | ook forward to your comments.

MR. CLARK: I'm going to ask you to come up.
And I'll give about three names -- because were only going
to have time for about 2 minutes per spesker. | gpologize
for that. If you are unableto give usyour commentsin the
two-minute time dot thet welve dlowed here, pleesego to
our Web ste a www.h-gac.com, and on the Trangportation
pege, where you will seethe regiond plan, you can send us
more comment by email. Wewill dso be happy to receiveit
by -- by good dld mail, by fax, any way you want to giveit
tous Cdl usonthephone Wewill meke surewe get your
comments recorded. The transcripts of tonight's meeting will
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be available on our Web ste sswdl, and they will be
important information for our Transgportation Policy Council.

| want to dso thank dl the pandlists we had
herethisevening. They very, | think, accurately described
the range of concernsthat -- that are addressed by the
Trangportation Plan and facing our region as we look for
continued growth.

And now I'm going to cal forward the firgt
three speskersin the order that they've sgned up. And if
you, when you arrive, if you would pronounce your name and if
you're representing a group, in case | mispronounceit, for
our transcriptionist.

Robin Holzer, Tom McKittrick, and Robert
Mohammed. If you-al would come on up, and welll gart with
Robin.

MS HOLZER: Good evening, my nameis Robin
Holzer. 1'm one of the cofounders of 59 Gridlock. And |
want to sart by clearing up why many of us are here tonight.
Why have so many people come out to share their concerns with
the Houston-Gaveston Area Council? One reason isthat H-GAC
is home to the Trangportation Policy Council. Recently I've
heard afew members of the Trangportation Policy Council say
that they don't really decide which transportation projects
get done, that they defer to the local transportation
agencies. I've heard them say that they look to local
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Findly, todl of you present, now isthe
timeto provide concrete suggestionsfor how the Draft RTP
can beimproved. Theforma public comment period ends May
4th. 'Y ou can phone or email H-GAC. Andif youd liketo
contact members of the Trangportation Policy Coundil, they
areliged on the H-GAC Web site, and therés dso ahandout
on the table over on the Sde over there with their names and
contact information. Thanks.

(Applause)

MR. McKITTRICK: My nameis Tom McKittrick.
I'm an architect and aretired professor of architecture from
Texas A&M. I'm dso andive Hougtonian. | want to ask four
important questions about the RTP and then tell you four
ressonswhy | think it's flawed.

No. 1, should representetives of the counties
around Houston be able to approve projects that have serious
negative impacts on Hougtonians?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: No.

MR. McKITTRICK: 2, should any project inthe
RTP be gpproved without eva uation of more environmentally
responsble dternatives?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Absolutdy not.

MR. McKITTRICK: No. 3, shouldnt H-GAC
indudeanew palicy in thisrequiring ameaningful public
participation processin eech affected corridor or
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dected officiasto know what's best for eech area

However, the Trangportation Policy Council is
empowered by the Federd government to oversee and coordinate
trangportation planning activities across our eight-county
Hougton region. The 25 members of the TPC represant dities,
counties, TX DOT, and Metro. Together, they're respongible
for gpproving trangportetion projectsand prioritizing which
projectsin the region will receive date and Federd funds

While the Trangportation Policy Coundil did
not create the projectsin the draft plan that we're hereto
tak about tonight, the dected offidds onthe TPC arein
charge of dediding whether the projectsin the draft plan
will meat our needs without ugly side-effects like worsening
flooding or ar qudity. If nat, it'stimeto come up with
new projects.

o, let me conclude with two requests. Firg,
to those of you who st on the TPC, please ligten carefully
tonight to the concerns of the folks who will come after me.
Themany experts and concerned citizens present have good
idessfor how to Smultaneoudy improve mobility and the
qudlity of lifein our region.

Sacond, we can dday the vate onthe RTP and
give oursdvestimeto evduate the Draft RTP criticaly.
There are many problemswith thisplan, and we dl ned time
tofix them.
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neighborhood?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes

MR. McKITTRICK: No. 4, shouldn't the RTP be
basad on acomprehensive vison for the region and for the
City of Houston, developed through a process Smilar to
Envison Utah? And someof you know about that.

ThisRTP-- herearetheflaws. ThisRTPwill
add to Houston's dready seriousair pollution problem.
Those new residentswill own over 2.8 million additiond cars
andtrucks. The RTPwill extract aheavy pricefrom
Houston's homeowners and businesses; it will take countless
homes and busnessesin Houston for road right-of-way. It
will cause 60 to 100 sguare miles of new parking lots and
garages. It will require 30 souare miles of paving for new
roads. It will require over 12 square miles of land for
retention ponds.

ThisRTPwill not solve the problem of
automobile congestion. New roadswill induce more driving,
as numbers of cars grow to over 6 million in the eght-county
region. New toll roadswill inject carsinside Loop 610,
credting massive congestion.

ThisRTPfalsto address future RTP
trangportation scenarios. No. 1, thelocation and impact of
the NAFTA highway, 1-69, is not addressed.

Time? Thank you again for your atention.
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(Applause))

MR. MOHAMMAD: Good evening -- good evening.
I'm Robert Mohammad, minister of Mosque 45, Nation of Idam.
I'm an urban planning gudent a the Barbara Jordan-Mickey
Ldand School of Public Affairsand dl-around nice guy.

| want to -- firgt of all, let methank those
in this Houston-Ga veston Area Council for your hard work and
sacrificein putting together thisplan. | don't think,
though, that we share the same vaues, but thet does not mean
theplanisflaved. If the godsand objectivesthat you set
out arethe goals and objectives that you want to achieve,
itsagood plan.

But we don't havethe samevaues. AndI'd
liketo bring to your atention thet increasing capacity in
roadsis not theway to go. And just adopting the Metro
Solution plan, ingteed of being an advocate for its
improvement and betterment, isredly theway to go.

And then I'm concerned about your population
andyss. | only got two minutes, it's hard for a preecher.
Now oneminute. It'sred hard. But your populaion
andyss-- redly, itisinsufficient in o much aswekeep
telking about 3 million people, 3 million people. But youre
not telling uswhet type of people. | suggest thet you get
Dr. Kleinberg's Houston area survey and that you find out
that these are going to be young, Hispanic, immigrant,
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(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Next well hear from
Olive Hughes, Terry Thomas, and Ed Brown. If you will plesse
dart to comeforward. And well gart with Olive,

MS. HUGHES: Good evening. My nameisOlive
Hughes I'malifelong Houstonian. I'vejud finished
reading abiogrgphy of Robert Moses, who for 40 years
dominated trangportation in New York City. Itisa
cautionary tale for Houston. Moses built freeways and
bridges, to the exdusion of surfacerail, ubways, and
wakways. He gave no thought to the infrastructure required
to absorb the cars he brought to the city; no thought to the
cross-dreets, throughtstreets, parking, and pededtrians; no
thought to air and noise pollution. And asquickly ashe
built, they filled. Congestion perssted. New York's
problemswill become Hougton's problems.

Reed the Hougton-Galveston Area Coundil's
proposed Regiond Trangportetion Plan: it's
incomprehensble. If the council cannot present itsplanin
accessiblefacts and figures, the planisbad and it should
not be hatily adopted. The proposed plan includeslittle
rail except for Metro'slate limited plan. The proposed plan
isaconcrete mask of our true trangportation problems, not a
(inaudible) integrated comprehensve solution. Itsanswer to
urface congestion isto convert thoroughfaresto freaway
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undereducated, and poor.

So, now welve gt thisrdiance on roads, but
these are roads to nowhere, for mester-planned communities
to anoncomprehensive plan, deed-redtricted,
deved oper-friendly, urban core with no afordable housing
policy. Andif youregoingto--

(Applause)

MR. MOHAMMAD: Wait. Youre messing up my
time. Hold up.

And if were going to concentrate bicyde
peths and pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods around our
employment centers-- | saw ardiancein thisplan on
employment centers -- then you must understand the concept of
neighborhoods saysthat thereis aquarter of amilewaking
diganceradius. Now, wherein the Medicd Center areyou
going to find affordable housng in aquarter of amile of
that?

Andit'snot redly the employment centerswe
should belooking a. We should dso belooking at the smdl
to medium-Sze businesses thet are rdated to or dependent on
these mgor employment centers, because they and their
employess areredly the onesthat are going to cause alot
of the congegtion. So, please, no more roadsto nowhere.
Let's have acomprehensve plan that takes everything into
accourt.
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with concrete.

We need aplan, aplan with rail, aplan
supporting through-direets, buses, walkways, parking, and
bike paths -- aplan for al people. If everyone drives,
nobody moves. Thank you.

(Applause)

MS. THOMAS Good evening. My nameis Terry
Thomas. I'm alifetime regiond citizen, so-- but | andso
amember of the Spring Branch Memorid Chapter of Mothers for
Clean Air and the new chairman of the Katy Corridor
Codlition.

I'd like to talk to you about air qudity.
Air qudity iswhat got meinvolved inthisissue. Air
qudlity isamgjor issuein Houston. And while the projects
listed in the Regiond Transportetion Plan will be evaluated
for their compliance with the Federa ozone standard, the
draft fails to andyze or even discuss the hedth effects
associated with more serious air pollution, such asthefine
particulate pollution from vehicles. The draft planfailsto
ensure thet people on and near highways and mgor roadways,
where many of uslivein homes, busnesses, schoals, will be
bresthing cleen air.

This RTPisadraft for the next 20 years.
Itsaplan of thefuture. So, my questionis. Why doesit
not look into the future with the latest science available
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today on how particulate pollution will affect our hedth?
Houston needs a baanced plan with dternativesto highways
which offer citizens more trangportation -- transportation
choiceswhile protecting our environment and quidity of
hedlth.

TheRTPismissing criticd andysdsthet is
necessary before the public or dected officids can
reasonably assessit. The TPC should defer the May 28th vote
a least until June 25th, to dlow them time to come up with
amore balanced plan. Thank you.

(Applause))

MR. BROWN: Thisisnot awritten preparation.
Thisis off-the-cuff. So, I'm your first spesker that's not
going to reed something, | guess But I'vebeeninand
around the Albany Street for the last 25 years, and were
talking about a plan that's supposed to look into the future
25years. In 1956 M. King Hubert predicted that America
would reech apesk in ail productionin 1970. Heweslaughed
a. Wereached apegk in ail production in 1970. Today
Kenneth Deffeyes has said that we will resch apeek in oil
production worldwide within the next fiveyears. | don't
know if you're laughing a him or not, but it ssemsto me
that a25-year plan needsto addressthisto some extent.

The Offshore Technology Conferencein this
year isin Houston. And on Thursday, May 6, they are going
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Thisisagrest plan, what these people worked on. 'Y ou know,
if youtdl anybody that "Okay, were going to have so many
people, 3 million more peoplein the next 20 years, and we
need S0 much water and we need so many hospitals and we need
S0 many" -- they will plan for that.

But roads, in my opinion, is ot exactly thet.

Y ou have to know -- you cannot just say, "Okay, were going
to build roads to accommodate so many more people” and let
them just come and drive on them. | think better planning
hasto be that you plan asto where those people are going to
live, where they are going to work, wherethey are going to
play, and then design atransportation system which
accommodate the neads of those people.

| think thet if wewant to bethebest city in
theworld in the 21 century, and we have the potentia to
be, | think thet we have to come up with aplan which address
not only additiona 3 million people but maybe alot more
then thet. Thank you very much.

(Applause)

DR. STROBL: Hi. My nameisRoland Strobl. |
am an urben planner. | have aPh.D. from Southern Cdlifornia
in Urban Rlanning, and | find it -- I'm actudly anew
trangplant to Houston, moved herein January, and I'm
actudly finding it agreat place. Itsamazingly
interesting from an urban planning sandpoint. And to thet,
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to gpend ahdf aday taking about this. Isthisared
Stugtion or not? My suggestion would be that we build mass
trangt, then ssewhat elsewe need to build. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our next three
speskerswill be Councilman M. J. Khan, Roland Strobl, and
David Crodey. Coundilman -- and one of our newest TPC
membars

COUNCILMAN KHAN: Thank you. | want to make
oneaddress. My nameisM. J. Khan, and | hope and planto
bealife-long Hougtonian.

Asan obsarvation, Dr. Kleinberg, I'm abig
fan of you. Next time when you do asurvey, ask the people
that "if you're given achoice of driving two hoursin
Houston congested traffic to go to work, or teke amass
trangt which will take you to work in 15 minutes, what will
you choose?" | bet you will not find 58 percent driving
their carsto work.

The other suggestion | haveisthat | think
thet pandslikethis, you should dso consder inviting
urban planners. We heard about a gatitic that population
in Houston going to double by 2025, 3 million more people.
Jugt imagineif you don't have any city and you're planning
on building adity for 3 million people, whet would you do?
| think thet urban planner must be part of this process.
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| guess|'d like to méke afew comments

Firg of dl, acouple of -- two lessons from
L.A. Frg of dl, you cannot build your way out of
congedtion. Itisimpossble

(Applause)

DR. STROBL.: And just moving dong, secondly,
ral canwork. They built thefirg bluelinein L.A. It
didn't -- it took off, but it didn't do aswell asthey
thought. Then they built asubway, then they built aline
out to Pasadena - not to be confused with our Pasadena here.
But now the system isworking, and lots of people are using
it. It'sthe samekind of thing here. Once we get commuter
ral and other types of rall, not just light rail, working,
it'sasystem that works because it goesto placeswhere
peoplego. Smple-- smplething.

Sacond point 1'd like to makeisapoint on
longrange planning. Y ou meke some godls and you meke some
objectivesthat try to fulfill those god's, periodicaly
review them. Thekey point in thet isthet you haveto gick
tothat. The plan that we havein front of us makes some--
has someredly great godsinit. But when you look a
Appendix N that hasdl theligt of projects, 60 percent of
$30 hillion is gpent on added capacity for new roads. The
mgority of that isthe Grand Parkway. A couple of other
points-- but I'l move dong.
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Thirdly, the H-GAC isagreat organizetion
because it isdtuated in away that no other placeishere
inthe Hougton area. It'sasuper- -- asuparegiond
agency. Y ou have not only the gbility but dso the duty, |
would sy, to educate not only the public but dl decison
mekersthat you're deding with aswel. Andin order to
educate them, you haveto let them know whet is-- what the
people are saying from dl the surveys, what your own results
are showing, but why some of theideas -- or why most of the
idessin the plan are not necessarily the onesthat the
people are-- arelooking for. It should beused moreasa
bully pulpit. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. CROSLEY: Hi. My nameisDavid Crodey.
I'm president of the Gulf Coadt Indtitute, where we do
research on urbanissues Fird, | want to commend the Saff
a H-GAC -- and | think everybody needsto understand that
H-GAC isanintensdy politica organization and thet dected
officidsdrive dl the assumptionsthat the gaff then has
to bring forward into a plan.

Having said that, therésalot to question in
thisplan, and therés-- and | have dreedy written 36 pages
of angle-gpaced comments. So, thisis going to be hard --
and I'm nowhere near finished, and | wonder if we could
extend the public comment period ancther year.
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wekre seeing on how the projectsthemsalves get ranked is
that therés anew system that's saying that if there's
trangt in your area, you get extra pointsfor that trangt.
If therés environmentd judticeissues, likewhere-- alot
of peoplein householdswith no cars, then you get extra
pointsfor that.

Well, findly, to just say thet those are
being used to produce road-widening projects thet will make
life worse for the people or make trangit not work in those
aes

And findly, just to say those mgps are a0
on-line a www.livablehouston.com, where there are bulletins
about dll of thisstuff aswell. Thanks.

(Applause,)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our next three
speekers Wedey Kruger, David Marack, and Linda George
Smith. If you dl would come up, plesse.

MR. KRUGER: Intheinteres of time, people
have said it better than | could ever say it. So, I'm going
to gt down.

(Applause,)

DR. MARRACK: I'm Dr. Marrack, apracticing
physidan. Thisplanispredicated onthreethings One,
therewill be 1.5 millionjobs. Dr. Kleinberg hastold you:
Thejobsare going to be sarvicejobs. They can go anywhere.

Page 50

But theres three brief things1'd like to
mention. Oneisthet | don't think thisvisonin any way
relatesto the vison that you heer from the public
participation in this process or in Blueprint Houston or
anything dsewere hearing, and | think that'sa-- and |
don't mean thet sentence, itsthe"vison." | meanthe
vison. Weretaking about spending 83 percent of the
$29 hillion of added capacity money on roads. And the people
have cdled for more balanced, something different, not 5to
1 againg trangit.

o, thisvigon isgoing to produce amuch
more fragmented and spraming region than we have now, and we
need to redly think about that. The forecastsonwhich dl
of this Suff isbasad, | think we're seeing askew or abias
toward suburban expansion, something we just wanted to -

(Applause)

MR. CROSLEY: And | say that because | look &
these chartsand graphs, and | seeateeny little sector in
the middle of the Loop that's compared to some placethat's
20 timesaslarge out in Montgomery County, and it says
theré's 10,000 people there and there's nobody inddethe
Loop living. So, sectorshaving -- thisis-- therés
technical issues here about how the forecedts are done thet
redly need to be addressed.

But findly, | think the biggest issue that
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They're going to bein Indiaand Chinaand you know where
Not inHouston. Dont believe thet figure of 1.5 million.
They an't going to behere. Therearent any resources.

The next thing isthe populaion growth is
predicted to be 3-1/2, 4 million. What arethey goingto do
if thereareno jobs? Obvioudy, they're not coming. Who
will come here when you can go other places?

Thelad thing isit's predicated on dmost
totaly automobile trangport. Areyou redly going to do Dr.
Klenbergssory of dl people going by -- 60 percent or
something, by donein acar when your ges costsyou 4 to $6
agdlon? It'sgoing to do thet within fiveto ten years.
When Chinademandsits quotaof theworld'sail and India,
too, and they're expanding rapidly, much fagter than we
are-- youve got aproblem. 'Y ou wont be going by auto.

And 0, the problem hereis, with this plan,
thereare no dterndives. And thereare dternativesif a
proper were presented. It's your taxesthat are going to be
spent. Arethere not some better thingsthet those taxes
could be gpplied to, antenatd care for our ladies,
immunization of children? There are somered thingsthat we
need inthiscity. It surdy ant morecars.

Ladly, Metroisrequired to havea
referendum. Were going to have to spend thiskind of money,
we need areferendum.
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(Applause)

DR. MARRACK: And wewant some proper
dternatives, with their full impacts. Thisdoesnt -- the
codts presented here do not indude the flooding cogts. They
don't indude the huge hedith cogtsif you live within 300
metersof aroad. We need to changethe plan. Throw this
out and get aplan that representsthe kind of growth were
going to seeinthenext 20 years. And it isn't theone
that's projected.

(Applause)

MS SMITH: Good evening. My nameisLinda
George Smith, and I'velived in Houston in the West
University area, in or around, for 52 years. I'vebeena
teacher 9nce 1971, and | am the mother of agepdaughter and
granddaughter. | care deeply about Hougton's children. |
care cbout the air qudity. | care about the water quality
and dl thehedthisues. | dso care about preserving our
beautiful city, the beautiful bayous, the waterways and so
forth, for recreation for the future.

And thereason | bring thosethingsupis
because this plan emphasizes roads and not masstrangt. It
takes 30 much areaaway from our green space and o forth and
0 on, plusit pollutesterribly.

| dso-- my last incarnation was asa
cofounder of the Anti Toll Road Codition of the West
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are something that | think every city shouldn't want. Please
make Hougton the "wants," not the "don't wants™ Thank you.

(Applause)

MS LEDVINA: Hi. My nameisPolly Ledvina
I'm Kirby Ledvindsmom. Kirby will be 21 in 2025.

Our region isdready severdy out of bounds
with respect to trangportation dternatives. And for dl the
ressons you heard dreedy, Harris County residents have made
it dear in pollsthat they want more balancein ther
trangportation strategies and they want more trangportation
choices If balance and choice are our godls, thismeans
putting more of our resources and crestivity towards
improving conditionsfor trangt, cyding, and waking, as
opposad to new roads.

The RTP doesnot dothis. Insteed, it takes
usin exactly thewrong direction by cdling for -- and |
thought the number was 73 percent -- of totd projectsto be
roads and about 27 to betrangt. Worsethanthat, it
threstensto back usinto aneed for future highway projects
we know we don't want. For example, with dl of the new and
widened roadsin the plan for West Houston, we are about to
be backed into the need, as Lindajust said, to either
double-deck the West Loop or cregte abypass through Memorid
Park and West University. Thiswould come againg the will
of the many residentswho have dreedy madeit clear to
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University area, because Harris County decided to sudy
putting atall road under -- under Memoarid Park, down
Community Drive, behind our housesin West University.
Now, Steve Reddick has promised that we will not have thet
toll road. But if wedont revisethe plan and put alot

more mass trandt into the plan, reduce the roads, were
going to see alot more tall roads threatening our
communities

So, for dl the reasons, were asking H-GAC to
postpone the vote, to revise the plan, and put alot more
measstrandt into the plan. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. The next three
peskers, Kirby Ledving, Pally Ledvina, and Chris Williamson.
If you-dl would come forward, plesse

MISSLEDVINA: Hi. I'mKirby Ledving and |
want agood city tolivein. | want acity wherethereis
plenty of trees and grass, whereit's ssfeto ride your bike
without having to worry so much about cars, wherewe have
bigger ddewaks. | think Houston should have more villages
like Rice Village, whereyou fed sefe and there are amdll
shopsand bikersand big Sdewaks. | dso think thet
Houston should have more public parks. | don't want acity
wherethe skiesare gray with pollution. | don't want acity
that is covered with freewaysand cars. Those "don't wants'
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officidsthat they do not want either adouble-decked loop
or abypassthrough park and neighborhoods.

We nead to seetrangt dternativesin the
plan whichwill help us escape fates we have said we don't
want and help us bring into -- bring usinto afuture we have
sadwedowat. I'vegiventhe Wes Loop asone example
wheretrangt dternatives could meke adifference. | think
H-GAC should useits modding and outside consultantsto
identify others  The MPO owesthe public an andyssand
presentation of trangt dternatives that will prevent the
need to congtruct and widen more highways and tollways
through our parks and neighborhoods. Thank you very much.

(Applause)

MR. WILLIAMSON: My nameis Chris Williamson.
| was born in Houston, grew up in Gavegon, livein
Galveston now, have lived in Houston. So, | guessI'm
bi-city, if you can -- can | say that in public?

Jugt to bail it down, this-- thisfloored me
when | looked at it thisway. And | wish | had some
mesmerizing graphicsto go up onthewdl of my own, but this
iswhat my printer could do. So, some of you up front can
seethis, and you'll get the point.

If you look &t the 2025 plan, it'sgot a
sectionongods And | mean, | commend you guysfor putting
together what you have put together. It'savery
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professond document. And they have godsin the 2025 plan.
And I'm pargphrasing herefor time, but & thetop of the

ligt isreducing congestion and helping the economy. The
second god ismaintenance of the sysem. Third is safety.
Fourth isthe environmernt.

Wi, hereisthelist of godsthat Blueprint
Houston's Citizens Congress adopted last year in the Citizens
Agendafor Houston's Future. No. 1ispublic transit.
Second isgood ar. Third is better government. Fourthis
maintenance. Ffthiseconomy. And sSixth is congegtion.

Y ou could dmogt flip the planner'slist over and it would be
the Citizens Agendalist.

Now, the good newsisthat were on the same
pege. But what | would like to see three years from now, |
would loveto be adleto get up hereand say, "Weredsoin
the same column. Weve put the same things as our
priorities” Becauseif you look at the 2025 plan, it'svery
clear that itsfirst god at the top of thelist isreducing
congestion, wheress the Citizens Agenda, itsfirg god is
public trangt. And | think everybody in thisroom knows
thet the 2025 plan would look very different then it does
today if the godswerein thisorder. You didnt havethe
benefit of thiswhen you garted planning the 2025 plan. And
| just would liketo say thet | consider this meeting perhaps
thefirg public meeting for the 2028 plan. Andif welook
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(Applause)

DR. HELLERSTEIN: And part of the problems
thet welve been -- faced in getting economic assgance from
the government.

| finaly am extremely frustrated about the
money that weve had to give back because we havelost our
ozone leve that we were supposed to meet, aswell asthe
lawsuit againg Houston which took severd million dollars of
funds, which were tataly unnecessary. Thank you.

(Applause)

MS. KINNEY: My nameis Tarin Kinney, and I'm
agraduate of the Rice Schoal of Architecture, and I'm
currently working on agrant sponsored by the Rice Design
Alliance. I'm going to talk alittle bit more specificaly,
but maybe what 1'm going to propose could take us towards
some of the goasthat everybody dse hastaked about
tonight.

Onething I'mwondering isif the H-GAC has
donethisor if anybody dsethinksit might beworthwhileto
congder development of the gpace under freeways. Therésa
lot of this gpace in Houston, and some waysthat we may be
ableto devdop this spaceisin an effort to mitigete
negative effects of freaways on adjacent neéighborhoods. We
could do this by deveoping recregtiond space, more green
oace, new path sysems. Another thing we could dois
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a it that way, we've got three years to put together akind
of plan that gets usin the same column. So --

MS BLAKE: Time

(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Next will be Lew
Hdlergein, Tarin Kinney, and Frank Blake. If you-al will
come forward, please.

DR. HELLERSTEIN: Thank you. I'm Lew
Hellerstein. I've practiced cancer medicine in Houston for
thelast 31 years.

Unfortunately, many of the people before me
have taken the things | was going to talk about, hedlth, and
did amagnificent job of presenting themto you. So, | will
not duplicate that information.

These problems -- wdll, so, what | will dois
express some of my frudtrations, one of which is after many
years ago voting for rapid transit or trangt system, | find
out that alarge percentage of it has been donated to filling
potholesin some of our suburban locations. Thet just blew
my mind.

Second of dl, I'd like to ask someone who
knows, & ameseting Culberson said and assured usthet the
highway would go from Mexico through Houston, up north. Does
anyone have any dataon that? 69? Because that would strike
mejud ssadissgter.
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process pollutantsih these spaces. We could dso usethis

to encourage the secondary wadtewater management. Badcdly,
the ideaisto have a processng system overlgpped over our
freaway sysem so that it isactudly taking care of some of
these negative effects thet the freeways are bringing to our

caty. So, just anideato get out there.

Therewill beadvic forum a the Museum of
Fine Arts sometimein the next Sx months. It'snot -- the
dateisn't announced yet, but if you can look at the Rice
Desgn Alliance Web ste, thet will be coming up.

(Applause)

MR. BLAKE: My nameis Frank Blake, and I'm
the conservation chair for the Houston SerraClub. Frst
off, wewould liketo endorse the comments of dl thosewho
have gooken to express the concern thet this plan focusesfar
too much on additiond roads, road devel opment, and not
enough on red transit.

Wefed that this plan sort of payslip
serviceto trangt deveopment, but it - it'sredly dl
about building moreroads. Weredly fed that it doesnt --
it payslip sarvice to deding with the concans of ar
qudlity, flooding, hedth concerns, et cetera, but it's--
it's pretty apparent that what's actudly proposed on the
plan does not redly -- it isnot redly an outgrowth, trying
to serioudy ded with thoseissues.
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And anissuetha were particularly concerned
with isthe lack of concern for presarving future green
gpace. Hougton higorically -- weve had long-range road
development plansthat map out highways decadesinto the
future, but we don't make a comperable effort with presarving
green space and establishing parks for our community, and the
parksthat we do have are compromised by alot of these road
projects. Higoricaly, weve compromised Memoria Park; 610
was it through that. Hermann Park has been compromised.
There are presently plansto run aroad through Herman Brown
Park on the Northeest Sde of Hougton. Thereare even new
plans, such asthe mentioned tollway through Memorid Park,
and there have been other roadway's planned to go through
Hermann Park. Thisisan ongoing problem. So, dl the dout
in this community has been with the road-building
condtituency and not with the generd public in terms of
protecting our parks and green space, and thishas got to
chenge

Oneof the highway projectsinthisplanis
the proposed Grand Parkway. That's going to compromise some
of the best gate parksin theregion. It goesright north
of Brazos Bend State Park, and it's going to leed to
secondary development, which isgoing to influence the
observatory there and the surroundings of thet park.

Anyway, we redly haveto get our priorities
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you have with the plan. Please continue to do that for me
because we are compiling alig of your concans aswell.
Andwhen | meat with H-GAC, | want to be able to address
those plans on amore specific bess.

o, catainly | anworking feverishly. I've
been on the committee dl of about ten days, but | amtrying
to get up to gpead, dso with Council Member Khan and Pam
Holm, who is our other representative on the committee as
wel. So, weare going to do our best to make sure thet the
information getsin the hands of the ditizens and thet we
haveinput. Once again, if you nesd me, my phone number is
(713) 247-2012. Thank you very much.

MR. CLARK: Thank you very much, Councilmean.
Our next three gpeskers are John Wilson, John Martinez, and
Joe Maruska. If youwill comeup. John.

MR. WILSON: Thanks, Alan. My nameisJohn
Wilson, and | sarve asamember of the Technica Advisory
Committeeto the Trangportation Policy Council. And normdly
| would refrain from commenting in a public medting because |
have the opportunity to have extended did ogue with H-GAC
during those Technicd Advisory Committee megtings

However, | wanted to spesk tonight because |
fed like thet didogue hes become rather fruitless. The
transportation planning process that produced this document
isvery, very flawed. The plan was produced largdly - |
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graight and -- and plan for better comprehensive planning
thet protects our green space in the future so we have some
placeto getto. Thanks

(Applause.)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. NextI'dliketo
invite Councilman Ron Greento addressyou. Councilman
Green.

(Applause))

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Good evening. Itisgrest
to see aroom filled with people who are concerned about
their neighborhoods. | won't rehash what's been sad here.
| was recently gppointed as the Hougton-Galveston Area
Coundil Transportation Committee liaison from the City, by
Mayor White. So, | attended my first meeting last week. So,
| am getting up to gpeed on the RTP plan.

Thereare somethingsinit thet | know are
concernsfor peoplein the-- thecity. | anamgor
dternative mode of transportation plan advocae; i.e, the
ral and different thingslikethet. And | would liketo see
lessconcretein there.

So, theH-GAC isdoing agregt job of updating
meontheplan. Andasl get theinformation, | want to
relay itontoyou. | know I've dready gotten some emails
from many of the citizens, from Blueprint and outside of
Blueprint, that are -- that's pouring out some of theissues

Page 64

don't want to use the word "secret,” but | can't think of
another word. It'sredly right.

Therewere mgjor agpects of it thet alot of
uswanted to participate in and gpeek with the gaff about
and hdp with. 'l giveavery andl example of that. If
you look buried in one of the gopendixes, the H-GAC for the
firg time actualy looked at dternative land use scenarios.
Andalot of usredly worked hard, asking them to do that,
and they promisad to do it, and then told us there were
technica problems. And we sort of thought it had completely
goneaway. And then, lo and behald, they were done.

We didn't have any chanceto haveinput on the details of
those

Oneof themistheradica notion of 10,000
more people working downtown. Now, I've done trangportation
Sudies on downtown, and nobody can tel you within 10,000
people how many people work downtown. So, theideathat
10,000 more peopleisaradicd, pushing the edge of the
envelopeides, isjust wrong. And that'san example of one
of many little detailsin this plan that makeit so
incredibly flawed.

Ancther issueisthat, findly, thisplanis
about abudget and how we dlocateit and how we st
priorities. Now, how many peoplein thisroom have afamily
budget or a least something thet resembles one? Anawful
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lot of you. How many of you -- think very carefully about
what'sthe No. 1 item on that list and how important it isto
you. Yougotitinyour heed? Now, theNo. 1itemon
H-GAC'sbudget and its priority ligt isrebuilding Man
Street between 59 and Holcomb. That'sthe one that scores
the highest in the whole plan, according to a spreadshest
that | got from the staff. Thet road wasjust rebuilt,

except for one segment, and that part is going to be rebuilt
inafew morthsor years. It'sdreedy been doneonce. And
yet, they want to come back and tear it up and put in what's
caled an Express Street, with grade separation, perhaps, or
a least separation from dl the other streets, with turn
lanesand dl kinds of things, tearing out dl thetrees

MS BLAKE: Time

MR. WILSON: It'sincomprehensble. Thisplan
isso flawed thet | don't ask for more time for public
comment. Let'sbring thisto avote and voteit down, and
let'sgart dl over again. Thank you.

(Applause))

MR. MARTINEZ: I'm John Martinez. I'mthe
Democratic candidate for Congress, Didlrict 7, running
againg Republican John Culberson.

(Applause,)

MR. MARTINEZ: The Greater Houston Partnership
in our busness community redlly do want ahigh quality of
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And thirdly, our new Metro CEQ is coming from
LosAngdesares, hastha experience. And heismaking the
comments that we need to start now with trangportation
planning and trangportation through trangt, high-speed
trangt, so we don't become anew LosAngdes We do not
want to become Los Angdes

So, whet | ask of you likewiseistojoin me
inavision for Houston that includes trangportation, flood
control to go right dong with it, because we can do both at
the sametimeand result in deaner air. Thank you.

(Applause)

MR. MARUSKA: Hdlo. My nameisJoe Maruska
I've been in Hougton since 1965. 1'm apracticing enginesr.
And some of the thingsthet sort of concern me about thisis
| get the gut feding that thisproposd isalot likethe TX
DOT mgjor investment projects, thet the answer is determined
before the public getsachanceto giveinput. Andinthat
m--

(Applause)

MR. MARUSKA: -- the answer was more concrete
over neighborhoods. And that'stheway it ort of worked
out. And I'mwondering if the proposed solution may not be
worse than the disease, that it might not kill the petient.

Can you envison Metro drowning in carslikeitsdrowning in
water, and what would we do? Wel, wewould get rid of the
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life herein Houston, as evidenced by dl the advertisng
during the recent Super Bowl, and weregoing to get it
because we have excdlent trangportation options.

Well, we don't havethet right now. I'man
ail and gas consultant that goes around the world doing ail
and gasprojects. And our competition in the oil industry
have new dities coming up around theworld and the old
cities, and they have excdlent trangportation. Folks we
need to gtart doing that.

Secondly, deen ar. Wel, today'sissue of
USA TODAY haslots of dities, asthey aways do, and Houston
isthe only one on here that has an air quality index of
"unhedthy" today.

Likewiss, what we nead, like Memorid area
has, we nead lots of treesand very few roads. That enhances
the qudlity of life and makesit more desirable, but raises
the pricetag.

How are we going to get there? W, we need
to plan for masstrangt. What 1'd ask you to do would beto
ask the Trangportation Policy Council and H-GAC to push and
put the weight on masstransit and trangportation options,
not roads.

No. 2, | ask you to change Congress. Let's
get some peoplein herethat reflect our desires, not

opposing them.
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cas

And | want to address maintenance. Arewe
destroying more Houston roads while were building roads
outside of the City of Houston? Therésaflier that
somebody's passng around herethet - if you didn't get one,
raiseyour hand, let him know. It discussesthis subject.

Noise. Bdlaire has solved thisproblem.
We shouldn't have to address or even think about it. Go by
and look a their solution.

Air quality, how can you talk about ar
quelity when therés not enough ar quaity monitoring
dations? Therédsnone 24-7in any of theseareas. And
were supposed to be reducing vehide miles? They are
exponentidly going up. We ned to encourage reduction and
not forceincreases

Andfindly, flooding. | liveinthe Memorid
areanear Memoarid City, and were getting new water from
unknown places. Wethink it's1-10. And that - it han't
been expanded yet. Thereisno retention to date been built
except thet 1-10-Bdtway, and that'swhere dl the TV
dationsadwaysrun every timetheresalittlerain, to see
how much water'sonitsflood gauge. And that'san example
of how well TX DOT pumpswaeter. And that'swhat they're
proposing to do now. They're going to pave over the
railroad -- poor us-- detention -- retention that weve got
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now that's been saving us since 1965, at leat, and then
they're going to pump that water uphill to somewherein the
vicinity of 1-10-Bdtway.

And | guesswhat I'm going to say isthis--
islet'slet the voters dso vate on every tall road. You
see, that's how they cram things down. Wekre getting things
crammed down. A tall road could be crammed down your
throats, and they have been, and some of them didn't even
make money. Okay. Thank you.

(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our next three
speekers and | hape | pronounce these names hafway
correctly, Paul Spanhech or "-heke" Suzie Rowley, and Bob
Randdl. | hopel hdfway got thoseright. Pleeseintroduce
yoursdf before you spesk.

MR. SPANHACH: | would liketoyiedthe
baance of my timeto the next gpesker.

(Applause)

MS. ROWLEY: Hi. My nameis Suzie Rowley, and
I'm an attorney for Harris County.

My nameis Suzie Rowley, and I'm an attorney
for Harris County. And | recently learned thet thisRTP
plansfor Westview to be arunout -- off dreet for 1-10 and
theWes Bdit. | live on the Westview, and Westview isa
resdentid area, whilejust one street over isLong Poirt,

Page 71

It needsto be thought about becauseif the
price of gasolinein red dallarsisgoing up awhdlelat,
then alot of thisroad travel becomesavery different ded
thanitisnow. Peoplearethinking, "Well, wejust pave
some more roads and peoplewill drive cars but nat if the
priceisgoing upalot. Andthet priceisgoing up alot.
Thequegtionisredly: How much? Thank you.

(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. Our next three
eskers, Caherine Bargefdd, Lois Stromberg, Olivia
Randdl. If youwould pleesejoinme.

MS BARGEFELD: Hi. My nameisCaherine
Bargefdd. I'm president of Spring Branch Centrd Super
Neighborhood. 1've got one comment about where they gathered
the information for this report, epecidly for our area. We
for the padt five years have been very active with the City
of Hougton regarding our streets, our larger stregtsthey
want to put in, and our city Streets.

| know that three years ago when Soring Valey
decided that TX DOT could not widen thet street to four
lanes, it was not done. It'sacompleted road. So, your
information isincorrect. Thet road isdone; it will not be
doneagan. And if you think youre going to convince Spring
Valey towidenit to four lanes, you're nuts, becausethey
will fight you dl theway,
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whichisacommerad didrict. Why would anyoneplana
mgor thoroughfare through aresidentia areawhen one street
over isacommerdid digtrict thet can route the sametreffic
to the same detination?

Also, amgor project wasjust finished two
years ago that added sdewaks and drainageto the same
3.5-miledretch of Wesview. | want to ask: Wasthat
two-year project just awaste of taxpayer time, money, and
expenss? Thank you.

(Applause,)

DR.RANDALL: Hi. I'mBobRanddl. | havea
doctoratein ecologica anthropology from Cd Berkdey and
have been working on community gardensfor along time. What
| want to doisjust say something about sugtainability. |
don't know whether that should fit into this, but I'm
particularly concerned about wheat is going to happen to ail
intheyearsahead interms of its prices. Ancther gentleman
mentioned that. And | don't think therés anybody around
that knows anything about this subject that doesn't think
thet the price of ail isntt going to go up afair amourt,
maybeawholelot. Andit needsto befactored into any kind
of plansfor trangportation that far ahead.

Badcaly, what we need to do isto figure out
what it will cost anindividud, say, to travel ahundred
milesin the year 2025 by car, by rapid trangit.
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Als, | saiv Halligter onthere. Wewent in
front of City Council two yeersago, medeit very dear
Halliger would not be four lanes and would not be cut
graight through our community. We have the chanceto havea
huge housing development toimprove our area. We aretrying
to revitdize Soring Branch. Letusdoit, and hdp us
Don't work againg us. 'Y ou need to come out to our
communities. Y ou haveto St down and talk to usand say,
"What isgoing to be best for you?' To take away our green
space? We havevay little green gpace, and dl yal want
to dois get thet traffic to go north and south and eest and
wed. Lag Sunday there were five accidents on Hammerly at
Peppermill. No one stops at the Peppermiill light because the
lights are synchronized to go from Bingle to Gessner without
dopping. That's4-1/2 miles. Thisisridiculous.

Y ou need to work with the communities. You
need to work with the people out here. Let ushdptell you
what roadswewant. If somebody wantsto livein Katy, St
on the damn freaway for two and ahdf hoursto get downtown
towork, let them doiit. That'sthe pricethat you want to
work downtown, you want to livein ahouse, and you want to
livein Katy.

(Applause)

MS STROMBERG: Hi. My nameisLois
Srromberg. I'm not going to fussat you. I'mjust going to
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help you gtraighten out alittle something out here. It's

just alittlething. | am-- wdl, I'm president of the

Spring Branch Civic Assodation, which isright around
Campbdl Road, which iswhet I'm going to talk about, and |
am an executive vice presdent of Soring Branch Centrd Super
Neighborhood, and I'm liaison for Representative Dwayne
BOHACK of Didrict 138, who thet'sin hisdidtrict, d<o.
Anyway, you know, grandmather, granddoggy, dl thet kind of
thing.

But Campbd| Road, let mejust show you. They
have written down to go from -- do afour-lane from Longpoint
to Clay. Okay. Now, Campbel Road comesthrough, as
Caherinejugt sad, through Spring Valey from 1-10. Okay.
We're not going to bother that. Then it -- watch my fingers.
Then it mekesaone-block jog and garts again and goestwo
blocks through the -- and that's where it would gart, right
therea Long Point. Okay. Wideningit. And it goes
through the 17 and 1800 block, and then it goeslikethis
(indicating). | mean, you know, likethis (indicating). |
know because 180 feet of it isthis (indicating), and thet's
wherel live, and it goesthrough -- it gartsfrom 1800
block, jumpsto 9200 block, see, because it goeslikethis
(indicating).

And then it goes through the 9400 block. So,
that's another two long blocks. Thenit doesthis
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I've got good newsfor you. John Culbersonisworking very
hard to get us some funds for widening Long Point.

(Applause)

MS RANDALL: I'mQliviaRanddl, and |
represent the Sunnyside South Park Super Neighborhood. And |
havetwo -- two environmentd problems. Therailroad tracks
there on Griggs and Mykawa Road, we are the capitd of the
ralroad tracks. | think that's an environmenta problem.
And | don' -- | didn't hear anything discussed tonight about
theralroads

Also, we arethe capitd -- Sunnyside arealis
the capitd of the ditchesin Houston, and | think that'sa
strong environmenta problem. Y ou know, wewould have more
road spacesif we had the ditches covered up. So, thatisa
mgor -- those are somemgor issuesthere

And for -- | agree with Minister Robert
Mohammid about the masstrall and the-- | mean, the mass
trangportation. And dso, theinner city areas. Weredly
need some atention there. 'Y ou know, it'sjudt like you have
somemoney. Do you want to do the ingde of your house or
the outsgde? So, you haveto ssewhat you need to do the
most.

S0, | think we nead to use some of thismoney
and some common sense on the inner city people who -- who's
redly carrying abig load, and we don't get anything for our
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(indicating) again and goes afew little blocksto Clay.
Okay. Theseareresdentid. Further up there, that little
part going up to Clay, some of that isyucky commercid,
okay? But anyway, it hasto pass Bldock and run like redl
dose, ablock apart, ashort block gpart, and just go right
downto Clay.

Now, | redizethat you said two things. You
aretrying to get traffic out of neighborhoods, you know,
resdentiad neighborhoods, and dso yourewatching for alot
of accidents. | want you to know -- I'm not fussing & you.
| just want to tell you something thet's been dleared up. On
this (indicating), where |l live, we used to have o many --

0 many accidents. That has been deared up. City
Coundilmen, ligentome. You can tak to Gary Shaots, okay?
I hunginthere. My namewas" Tenacity,” | guess, for along
time. Andwe got ballards around there, we got
glow-inthe-dark Suff. But we have -- our treffic -- |

mean, our accidents has dropped to zero. | promiseyou,
Zero. So, you need to look a that, not what heppened inthe
pest asfar asaccidents, but look a what's going to hgppen
inthefuture. Wedont need (indicating) this, this, this,

this, this.

Okay. Onething | want to say, though, before
| gt down, thelittle lady who said that shefedslike that
you should use Long Point, you know, insteed of the Westview,
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tax dollars.

And spesking of population, you dways goesk
about the growth, the growth. Are anybody going to die?
Have anybody figured out the desth projection? Are anybody
dying? That'swhet | want to know. So-- andif youlook in
the HOUSTON CHRONICLE, you can see o many degths So, how
aeyou-dl basng it on? That'swhat | want to know.

(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Our next speskerswill be Richard
Farias, Loren Gearhart, and Peter Brown.

MR. FARIAS Good evening. I'm Richard
Farias. I'mwith the Tejano Center for Community Concerns,
president and CEO. And I'm dso with Blueprint Houston.

I would like to kind of dow things down for a
moment, redizing the limitations of time. But | think we're
forgetting alot of people, alot of people that don't have
cars, that have not joined therat race, that are il
walking to work and walk to school every day. And | am
concerned about the inner city lack of sdewdks. Children
and families are having to walk streets because there are no
sdewalksto get to school. Thosethet have cars are having
to usether carsto get ther children to school because
thereare no sdewaks. So, | don't know if -- why theres
not enough sdewaks and why that's not part of aplan. And
| haven't heard anything thet it is. So, I'm concerned about
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that. And | think it definitely needsto beapart of the

plan. Walking isill amode of trangportation, and | hete
tothink that dl of usarejust going to be hitting the
highways and theroads. | think it'sred important that we
continue to remember thet there are many thousands of
children and familiesthat are having to walk sreets because
of lack of Sdewaks And if we could go ahead and build
those sdewaks, you could actudly havelessvehidesonthe
roads at the same time because not as many people would have
totaketheir kidsto school. That'sdl | redly wanted to

Say tonight. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. GEARHART: Hdlo. My nameisLoren
Gearhart. For the pagt Six years, I've been one of these
peoplewithout acar. 1've been leading avery productive
life. | wouldn't say I'mout of the rat race, though.

And 50, of themany chalenges|'vefaced, the
two that have been the hardest to ded with, not having a
car, have not been the heet, thetraffic, or the potholes.
Thetwo mogt chdlenging problems are the air, because
bregthing exhaust ginks And therefrainthat | hear from
every voice, induding my fellow cydigs, too often, thet
I'm crazy not to own acar, that I'm crazy -- and it's crazy
towak or bikein Hougton. It'snaot. It actudly can be
done, and it neadsto be done
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Okay. | think -- | think that'samessage
that neadsto be carried back to Houston-Galveston Area
Coundil, that we have serious concerns about the vaidity of
thisplan.

Il mekejug another comment. The greet
architect Miesvan der Rohe once said, "God isinthe
details" And | think with this plan, the devil isinthe
details. And let me give you two examples of the devil in
theddails  John Wilson mentioned South Main from Holcomb
to 59. Thisisthehigoric part of Main Street -- and now
I'm gpesking on behdf of the Main Street Codlition. Wedo
not want Main Street to become an Express Street.

And | was absolutdly flabbergasted when | saw
that in this plan, spending $2.6 million per mileto
recongruct Main Street. We don't want it. The Main Street
Codlition hes never been conaulted onthis We haveaMain
Street magter plan that has been totdly ignored by this
plan. | think that's -- that'sa ggn thet the devil isin
the detalls.

The other one | would mention isthe extenson
of San Jadinto through -- across 1-10 through the Hardy Y ards
to Fulton Street. Thisisavery important inner-city
condruction project for which the condruction drawings are
dready in progress. The condruction drawings are dready
in progress, and therés funding committed. That segment is
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Inlooking & thisplan, | have two comments,
one generd, one spedific. The gpecific oneismy
understanding -- | haven't looked & it in detail -- ismost
of the bicyd e accommodationsin thisplan are dl offroad.
They arelargdy bayou trails, which are greet if you're
going out on the weekend, but they're not going to solve
transportation problems without connecting these fadilities
to -- to therest of the city. And that's not acceptable.

The second commert, the generd commert, is
that looking at thislong-range plan, | find that despite
awesome ambition and ahuge pricetag, it is essentidly a
"busnessasusud" plan that assumesthat we can solve our
problems by building more roads and providing lip serviceto
so-cdled dternative modes of trangportation. Well,
"businessasusud" isnat going to produce acity that I'm
willing tolivein. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. BROWN: Thank you. My nameis Peter
Brown. I'm an architect and urban planner and currently an
adjunct professor of urban planning & Texas Southern
University. 1've been sitting back in the back of the room,
and | think I'm hearing amessage here - and thisis
democracy inaction. So, | would like to have ashow of
hands  How many of usin thisroom think this plan needsto
0o back to the drawing board? Let's have ashow of hands
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not eveninthe plan. It'snot eventhere

So, you look & thisand you begin to wonder,
not only isthe plan flawed conceptudly, it'sflawed in the
details. And I'd say that's-- that isredlly scary. Thet
isredly scary. Thiswould not happenin any other American
city, and it should nat happen in Houston, Texas. Weneed a
vison for our future, and | think the people of Houston need
to demand that we have that vison cometrue. Thank you very
much.

(Applause)

MR. CLARK: Thank you. We have onefind
person who's sgned up to gpesk tonight, Chrigtine
Segdtetter. Chridine.

MS. SAGSTETTER: Good evening. My nameis
Chrigine Saggeter, and | work for SerraClub, the
Southern Plains office -- or Southern Flains Region. Wehave
an office herein Hougton.

Because my focus has been working with
communitiesin the path of the Grand Parkway, dso cdled
Sae Highway 99, | attended every H-GAC 2025 Regiond
Trangportation Plan meeting held in April, except Fort Bend
County. | did get to the Conroe mesting late, and they were
gone. With an hour'stime that was posted publidy, in my
opinion, they should have stayed.

Anyway, | was struck by the repeated

20 (Pages 77 to 80)

Worldwide Court Reporters, Inc.
800-745-1101



Page 81

quegtions "What will H-GAC do with our input? How will our
comments make any difference? Will our input result in any
changesto the plan? What isthe processto get projects

into the plan? And what exactly isH-GAC'srole? Who dowe
need to tdk to if itsnot H-GAC?'

The public needs H-GAC to do apresentation
thet will explain the trangportation process, and this should
be doneannudly. The public needsto know that projectsare
sdected, supported, and brought to H-GAC by locd
governments and can be removed by those governments. If the
public supports or opposes a project, they should be spesking
to their own dected representetives

The 2025 plan and projectsin it do not
adequatdy addressimpacts on communities and the
environment. Thereisapublic participation process. It
invitesthe public to participate in megtings. Whenthe
public sees no result from their input, the process seemsto
bein place merdy to met alegd requirement to hold a
mesting; it ssemshollow.

Wewould like to see how H-GAC respondsto and
implements recommendations from the public. Asmore ditizens
and communities areimpacted by these trangportetion
projects, this presents an opportunity for an improved
partnership with the public and the trangportation agencies
which were cregted to sarve them.
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strongly that the one important way to understand this very
large planisto look at these projects by your neighborhood
and by the areain which you work. So, wefed very
privileged that we have these up, and they are -- they'reon
the www.livablehouston.org Web ste that is sponsored by the
Gulf Coast Indtitute. So, | thank you dl --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: One more spesker, please?
Isthat possible?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Open mikefor afew moments?

(Comments))

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Point of information. s
the vote going to be ddlayed? Isthe vote going to be
stopped? Can wefind out how that process will take place,
what's decided or not decided, and when it will be dedided?

MS. SWEETNAM: Okay. Let'shave-- arethere
two people, two find speskers? Michad and -- isthere one
person back here who would like to spesk?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Right here.

MS. SWEETNAM: Oh, right here? | havethree?
Threefind speskers here. Please come forward, and well
closethefina comment period a that time. 1'm sorry you
didnt signup.

(Comments)

MR. ZEGAROV: I'm Miched Zegarov. I'm from
Hougon. | wasborn in Riversde areaand grew up modly in
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We do appreciate H-GAC and its g&ff and their
hard work. We do ask thet an honest and legitimate public
review period be followed, that public comment period be
extended 45 days from the date the Project Viewer isworking
properly so the public can locate the projectsin their
communities and then evauate its impacts and make comments,
and that the vote on the 2025 plan should be rescheduled to
July or Augus, at the very leadt, insteed of May 28, to
provide adequate review and comment period.

And on afind note, | would liketo sy I've
gonethrough the 223 pagesin the ppendix project liding
and thereis about 2 billion dallars worth of Grand Parkway
projects, and there are communities al around the path of
the Grand Parkway that arefighting to keegp thisfrom taking
their homes, their land, their farmsteads, their property,
and higtoric places and open gpaces. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS. SWEETNAM: That wasthe last speeker thet
we havetonight. And | thank you dl for your comments

| want to just point out two things: One, |
don't know if you saw this, but thisisapublic
participation survey. Andif youd fill it out, wewould be
interested in how you heard about thismesting.

Also, I'd like to acknowledge Polly Ledving,
who prepared these mapsthet areonthewadl. Wefdt very
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BraesHeghtsand have lived in Hougton dl my life, 41
years. Jugt acoupleof things.

Gosh, when | was growing up, you could go and
ride ahorse @ Hermann Park. If you couldnt get to Hermann
Park, if you could get to the corner of Kirby and Main, you
could rent ahorse there, and you could rideahorse. 1've
traveled to 61 countries, and if you talk about Houston,
people say, " Space Center,” "ail," and "cowboys"

| tdl them, "The only time you'd see cowboys
isduring therodeo."

What happened to horsesin Hougton? | wish
there were more placesto ride horses

Also, when | wasalittle boy, when | was
redly little, before we had Astroworld, we had Playland Park
down on South Main. And do ydl remember when they put the
monoral in? Does anyone dseremember the monoral? They
built amonorail, and they said, "Why don't we think about
putting amonorail in Houston? It'sworking in Seettle”
Itsworking in Vancouver now. And if we had put amonorall
in, nobody would be making aleft turnin front of it.

Thank you.

(Applause))

MR. KLEIN: How doyoudo? I'mBary Klen.
I'm the president of the Houston Property Rights Association,
but | am spesking smply for mysdlf today. | dowant to
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point out thet 1'm alife-long human, as many of you are.

Thelagt timethat H-GAC had an officd
presentation to the public to comment on the plan, | made
0me extensve comments about the lack of a cogt/benefit
plan. Therésnoway to know if thereé's societd benefit
from thiswithout a cost/benfit plan that dso would indude
externd cogts and opportunity coststo beincluded.

When Hougon-Gaveston Area Coundl -- I'm
sorry. When the Hood Control Didrict doesaproject, it
workswith the Corps of Engineers, it has a cost/benefit
plan. When it workswith FEMA,, it has a cost/benfit plan.
Thosearebig-dallar projects

Thisroad program iseven bigger, and yet,
thereés no cost/bendfit plan. So, | think that's something
that should be pointed out. Inany future rewrite of this
plan, there should be a cost/benefit andysis done.

But today | want to point out another aspect
of thiskind of question that we should be dedling with,
whichisthe equity issue. | think most of you got my flier.
If you didn't get one, pleesetalk to me aftewards. And it
brings up thisissue that oftentimes money is collected from
one part of our region and spent in ancther. And itisessy
to seethat in the case of Harris County, which oendsa
amadl portion of itsroad dallarsindde the city, even
though the bulk of its property tax revenue was collected
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culturd changein the city, where we need to come out of the
isolation of our cars.

And most importantly, we need to sop this
cydethat has been brought to your attention through this
article hasthat has been drculating, thiscyde of
cross-subsdy that has been driving further suburbanization
further out from the city center.

We need to bring in red estate developersto
encourage them to build truly integrated urban deve opment
that brings commercid and residentid functionswithin the
samedity, o we can have wakable spaces, bicyde spaces,
and that we are not dwaysdavesto our cars. That'sdl
thet | think an dternative vison could have.

(Applause)

MR. PAGE: I'mBob Page. I'mavery, very
interested participant in the Blueprint Houston process.
Half of the processfor meis-- cartainly the planningis
part of it. But one of -- and an equally important part is
citizen participation. And clearly, you people are doing
thishere

But we have aproblem. It wasinteresting the
number of hands that went up who werein agreement with all
the other gpeskers. Everybody hereis. Were preaching to
the chair.

We have -- we have aproblem; and that is;
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from Houstonians. But that goproach can berefined, and it
should bedone. And it doesinvolve somevery careful
thinking about whet ismord and whet is equitable when you
collect money from one part of aregion and planto pend it
in another, with some significant changesinland useandin
the vaue of the needs of the peoplewho livein those
respective parts of the Houston region. | thank you.

(Applause))

MR. ANGELINI: Hi, everyone | think I'm
betting dleanup today. Thanksfor gticking around.

MR. CLARK: What'syour name?

MR. ANGELINI: My nameisAlessandro Angdini.
I'll be entering the doctord program at City University of
New York neer fal, in urban anthropology. And Professor
Klenberg'sfindings, the survey resultsthet hinted, |
thought, & asocid impasse, | think can be surmounted by a
responsble RTP, in that when he basicaly found that we dl
want less cars on the road but we don't want it to be ours;
we don't want "my car to be off the road.

So, how do we get around that? It seemsto be
acortradiction thet can only be solved by building more
roadsfor morecars. But | think the RTP needsto show --
needsto reflect some of the credtive solutions, like mass
trandt and pededtrian aress, that weve been bringing forth
to them, and thet this plan needsto actudly bring about a
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that 58 percent of the people who drive ther own carswant
to drivethdr owncars  Somehow weve gat to influence them
and help get peopleto hep our good palitica leedersto do
thingsin amoreintdligent fashion. | would urgeyou dl
to contact Heidi. Were dwaysinterested in establishing
citizen committees. If youreinterested inthis, let's get
together and try to figure out how we can condense those 58
percent of the people to maybe take public transportetion,
maybetakethebus It'sjust achdlenge

(Applause)

MS. SWEETNAM: With that, we say thank you and
good night.

(Condusion of procesdings)
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